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Top Universities in Montreal: A Comprehensive Overview

Montreal is one of North America’s premier academic hubs, boasting world-class universities in both English and French. It consistently ranks among the best
student cities globally (QS ranked Montreal #10 worldwide in 2025 and **#18 in 2026) (Source: cicnews.com)(Source: cicnews.com). Students are drawn by
Montreal’s vibrant bilingual culture, affordable quality of life, and strong academic reputation. This report profiles the top-tier universities in Montreal — notably

McGill University, Université de Montréal (with its affiliated schools HEC Montréal and Polytechnique Montréal), Concordia University, and Université
du Québec a Montréal (UQAM) - and compares their offerings, strengths, and practical details for prospective graduate/professional students.

thtps://www.timeshighereducation.com/student/best-universities/best-universities-montreal

Bicycles on McGill University’s downtown campus in Montreal’s fall season.

McGill University

Founded: 1821 by royal charter, named after benefactor James McGill (Source: en.wikipedia.org). McGill is Montreal’s oldest university and one of Canada’s
most prestigious. It officially became “McGill University” in 1885, evolving from the earlier McGill College (Source: en.wikipedia.org).

Global Rankings: McGill is perennially top-ranked in Canada and internationally. It is currently ranked #27 in the world by QS (2026) (Source:
topuniversities.com) and #45 globally by Times Higher Education (2025) (Source: timeshighereducation.com). It has also been ranked #1 in Canada in the
QS World University Rankings 2026 (Source: topuniversities.com). McGill's reputation is bolstered by 12 Nobel laureates and 149 Rhodes Scholars among

its alumni and affiliates — the most of any Canadian university (Source: en.wikipedia.org). It consistently tops national rankings (e.g. Maclean’s medical-

doctoral universities) and is renowned worldwide.

Academic Programs and Faculties: McGill is a comprehensive public research university with 11 faculties and 13 schools offering hundreds of programs
(Source: en.wikipedia.org)(Source: en.wikipedia.org). Major faculties include Arts, Science, Medicine (the first medical faculty in Canada, founded 1829

(Source: en.wikipedia.org)), Engineering, Law, Management, Education, Agricultural & Environmental Sciences, Dentistry, and the Schulich School of Music

(Source: en.wikipedia.org). Students are distributed across these faculties (e.g. ~22% in Arts, 15% Science, 13% Medicine, 10% Engineering, 10%

Management) (Source: en.wikipedia.org). McGill's programs are primarily in English, but the university has a bilingual ethos — students may submit work in

French, and all programs (except language courses) accept assignments in either language (Source: en.wikipedia.org). Notably, the Faculty of Law requires
“passive bilingualism” (ability to read and listen in both English and French) (Source: en.wikipedia.org). Overall, McGill's curriculum spans the full spectrum of

disciplines, with especially strong offerings in health sciences, natural sciences, law, and interdisciplinary research.

Founding History and Campus: McGill's main campus is in downtown Montreal at the foot of Mount Royal, integrating historic architecture with urban
campus life. A second campus (Macdonald Campus) in suburban Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue houses agricultural and environmental programs (Source:
en.wikipedia.org)(Source: en.wikipedia.org). McGill began as a small college with a bequest from James McGill in 1813 and grew through the 19th century,

Page 1 of 17


https://www.cicnews.com/2025/07/four-canadian-cities-named-among-worlds-top-100-for-international-students-in-2026-0757956.html#:~:text=Montreal%20is%20home%20to%20McGill,in%20the%2027th%20position%20globally
https://www.cicnews.com/2025/07/four-canadian-cities-named-among-worlds-top-100-for-international-students-in-2026-0757956.html#:~:text=Canadian%20City%20QS%20Best%20Student,18%20Toronto%2022%20Vancouver%3D29%20Ottawa%3D80
https://2727coworking.com/articles/quebec-montreal-linguistic-demographics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McGill_University#:~:text=Founded%20in%201821%20by%20royal,officially%20changed%20to%20McGill%20University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McGill_University#:~:text=Founded%20in%201821%20by%20royal,officially%20changed%20to%20McGill%20University
https://www.topuniversities.com/universities/mcgill-university#:~:text=McGill%20University%20is%20one%20of,QS%20World%20University%20Rankings%202026
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/mcgill-university#:~:text=Montreal%2C%20Canada
https://www.topuniversities.com/universities/mcgill-university#:~:text=McGill%20University%20is%20one%20of,QS%20World%20University%20Rankings%202026
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McGill_University#:~:text=McGill%20alumni%2C%20faculty%2C%20and%20affiliates,note%202
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McGill_University#:~:text=The%20university%27s%20academic%20units%20are,Management%2C%20the%20Max%20Bell%20School
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McGill_University#:~:text=Faculties%2FSchools,of%20Management%20%20%20199
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McGill_University#:~:text=match%20at%20L420%20until%201829,first%20medical%20degree%20to%20be
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McGill_University#:~:text=Faculties%2FSchools,of%20Management%20%20%20199
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McGill_University#:~:text=Faculty%20of%20Arts%20%2C%20McGill%27s,and%20the%20%20351
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McGill_University#:~:text=at%20least%20,154
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McGill_University#:~:text=McGill%20is%20one%20of%20three,154
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McGill_University#:~:text=Faculty%20of%20Arts%20%20School,350%20Faculty%20of%20Religious%20Studies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McGill_University#:~:text=See%20also%3A%20Heraldry%20of%20McGill,University
https://2727coworking.com/?utm_source=pdf
https://2727coworking.com/articles/academic-profiles-montreal-universities

‘ Academic Profiles of Montreal's Major Universities

establishing Canada'’s first faculties of Medicine (1829) and Law (1848) (Source: en.wikipedia.org). Its long history and urban location contribute to a rich
campus culture.

Notable Alumni and Achievements: McGill's alumni network exceeds 254,000 graduates worldwide (Source: en.wikipedia.org), including global leaders
in government, science, business, and culture. Alumni and faculty include 3 Canadian Prime Ministers (e.g. Justin Trudeau, who earned his undergraduate

degree at McGill (Source: en.wikipedia.org)), astronauts, Supreme Court justices, and innovators. Ernest Rutherford conducted his Nobel-winning research on

radioactivity at McGill (Source: timeshighereducation.com), and more recently McGill's researchers have made breakthroughs in fields from neurology to
sustainability. The university counts 12 Nobel Prize winners in its community (e.g. chemist Rudolph Marcus, economist Robert Mundell) and has produced
147 Rhodes Scholars, reflecting its strength in mentoring top scholars (Source: en.wikipedia.org). This illustrious legacy bolsters McGill's global reputation.

Research Strengths: McGill is a member of the U15 group of Canadian research universities and has a research-intensive culture. It operates over 90
research centers and institutes and attracts over $500 million in annual research funding(Source: leapscholar.com). Key research strengths include health
and life sciences (e.g. McGill's Faculty of Medicine is affiliated with major teaching hospitals), neuroscience and psychology, artificial intelligence (McGill co-
founded the Mila Al institute (Source: en.wikipedia.org)), sustainability and climate research, and innovation in materials and aerospace. The faculty are highly

productive: McGill ranked 67th worldwide for high-impact research in the Nature Index and is repeatedly among the top 3 in Canada in research output

(Source: en.wikipedia.org)(Source: en.wikipedia.org). McGill's global research partnerships span 160+ partner universities for joint research and student
exchange (Source: en.wikipedia.org). Notably, McGill collaborates with Université de Montréal in the Mila Al research institute, the world's largest academic
center for deep learning (Source: en.wikipedia.org).

Global Partnerships and Exchange: With a very international student body, McGill emphasizes global engagement. It has formal exchange agreements with
over 160 institutions in 39 countries(Source: en.wikipedia.org). Every year, McGill sends and receives hundreds of exchange students, and welcomes
learners from 150+ countries(Source: timeshighereducation.com)(Source: timeshighereducation.com). About 30% of McGill's 39,000 students are

international, the highest proportion of any Canadian research university (Source: timeshighereducation.com). This diversity is supported by robust

international student services and a network of partner universities that enable undergraduates to spend a semester or year abroad (Source:

timeshighereducation.com). McGill is also active in global research networks and competitions, further raising its profile and giving students a chance to
collaborate internationally.

Student Experience and Services: McGill is highly selective (about a 38-39% acceptance rate) (Source: leapscholar.com), attracting top students from
Canada and abroad. Once admitted, students benefit from a 16:1 student-faculty ratio on average (Source: |leapscholar.com), which supports mentorship
and small class experiences, especially at upper levels. The campus hosts 250+ student-run clubs and societies, from academic journals to multicultural
associations (Source: en.wikipedia.org)(Source: en.wikipedia.org). McGill is known for vibrant student life: it has numerous varsity sports teams (the McGill

Redbirds/Martlets), performing arts groups, and student media. The downtown location means students enjoy Montreal’s cultural events and nightlife right at
their doorstep. McGill's support services include career planning (91% employment rate within 2 years of graduation) (Source: leapscholar.com), health and
wellness centers, and academic skills workshops. Its global alumni network and reputation give graduates an edge in employability — McGill ranked 29th
globally for graduate employability in 2022 (Source: en.wikipedia.org), and surveys show ~91% of alumni employed within two years (Source:

leapscholar.com).

Tuition and Fees: McGill's tuition varies by program and residency. Quebec residents pay the lowest fees (subsidized by the province), other Canadians pay
moderate fees, and international students pay higher rates. For example, in the Faculty of Arts (undergraduate): annual tuition is about CA$4,333 for Quebec
residents, CA$9,509 for out-of-province Canadians, and CA$22,100-$41,800 for international students, depending on program (Source:
en.wikipedia.org). Professional programs like Medicine or MBA are at the upper end of the range. At the graduate level, many research students have funding

or assistantships. McGill offers entrance scholarships (merit-based) and a variety of fellowships; exceptionally competitive awards (e.g. Rhodes, Fulbright)
are common among its students. Notably, McGill undergraduates with top grades (95%+) are guaranteed entrance scholarships, and numerous in-course
awards recognize academic excellence (Source: en.wikipedia.org). While living costs are extra, Montreal’s affordability (see Quality of Life section) makes

McGill a relatively cost-effective option compared to peer institutions in other large cities.

Summary: McGill University is Montreal's flagship anglophone university, known for its academic excellence, research output, and global prestige. It
offers a comprehensive array of programs, a rich campus life integrated into the city, and a track record of producing leaders and innovators. For students or
collaborators seeking a top-ranked research university with a cosmopolitan environment, McGill is a prime choice.

Université de Montréal (UdeM)

Founded: 1878 as a satellite campus of Université Laval, and became an independent French-language university in 1919 (papal charter) and 1920
(provincial charter) (Source: en.wikipedia.org). UdeM moved to its landmark Mount Royal campus in 1942 and was secularized in 1967 (Source:

en.wikipedia.org). Today it is Quebec's largest university and the center of a hub that includes affiliated engineering and business schools.

Global Rankings: Université de Montréal is consistently ranked among the top universities in Canada and the francophone world. It is ranked #168 globally
in the QS World University Rankings 2026 (Source: leapscholar.com) and was ranked #125 globally by Times Higher Education 2023 (Source:
en.wikipedia.org). In recent QS editions it has placed in the top 150 (e.g. #116 in QS 2023) (Source: en.wikipedia.org). UdeM is typically among the top 5-7 in

Canada on global lists (Source: hec.ca)(Source: en.wikipedia.org). It is also noted for academic reputation — the THE World Reputation Rankings 2025

Page 2 of 17


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McGill_University#:~:text=until%201829%20when%20the%20Montreal,first%20medical%20degree%20to%20be
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Concordia_University#:~:text=more%20than%20254%2C000%20alumni.,for%20Intercollegiate%20Debate%2C%20Canadian%20Bureau
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McGill_University#:~:text=McGill%20alumni%2C%20faculty%2C%20and%20affiliates,note%202
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/student/best-universities/best-universities-montreal#:~:text=The%20university%20is%20known%20for,facilitate%20academic%20and%20scientific%20exchange
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McGill_University#:~:text=McGill%20alumni%2C%20faculty%2C%20and%20affiliates,note%202
https://2727coworking.com/articles/montrals-tech-ecosystem-2025-a-complete-guide-to-resources-communities-and-funding
https://leapscholar.com/canada/universities-colleges-list/montreal-quebec-in-canada#:~:text=~91
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universit%C3%A9_de_Montr%C3%A9al#:~:text=Since%202017%2C%20Universit%C3%A9%20de%20Montr%C3%A9al,55
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McGill_University#:~:text=McGill%20ranks%20first%20in%20Canada,172
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McGill_University#:~:text=Education%20World%20University%20Rankings%20.,168
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McGill_University#:~:text=Exchange%20and%20study%20abroad
https://2727coworking.com/articles/top-5-reasons-why-montreal-is-the-canadian-capital-of-ai
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universit%C3%A9_de_Montr%C3%A9al#:~:text=Since%202017%2C%20Universit%C3%A9%20de%20Montr%C3%A9al,55
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McGill_University#:~:text=Exchange%20and%20study%20abroad
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/student/best-universities/best-universities-montreal#:~:text=Students%20have%20the%20opportunity%20to,than%20150%20countries%20every%20year
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/student/best-universities/best-universities-montreal#:~:text=There%20are%20about%2047%2C000%20students%2C,to%20facilitate%20student%20exchange%20programmes
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/mcgill-university#:~:text=Diverse%20and%20enriching%20campuses
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/student/best-universities/best-universities-montreal#:~:text=Students%20have%20the%20opportunity%20to,than%20150%20countries%20every%20year
https://leapscholar.com/canada/universities-colleges-list/montreal-quebec-in-canada#:~:text=Acceptance%20Rate
https://leapscholar.com/canada/universities-colleges-list/montreal-quebec-in-canada#:~:text=%2428K%20%E2%80%93%20%2465K%20CAD%2Fyear
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McGill_University#:~:text=acceptance%20rate%20of%2029,of%20Education%20%2C%20%20236
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McGill_University#:~:text=Faculty%20of%20Arts%20%2C%20McGill%27s,and%20the%20%20351
https://leapscholar.com/canada/universities-colleges-list/montreal-quebec-in-canada#:~:text=Employment%20Rate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McGill_University#:~:text=In%20the%20Global%20University%20Employability,175
https://leapscholar.com/canada/universities-colleges-list/montreal-quebec-in-canada#:~:text=Employment%20Rate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McGill_University#:~:text=Tuition%20fees%20%20vary%20significantly,139
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McGill_University#:~:text=For%20out,146
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universit%C3%A9_de_Montr%C3%A9al#:~:text=The%20university%20was%20founded%20as,another%20provincial%20charter%20in%201967
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universit%C3%A9_de_Montr%C3%A9al#:~:text=The%20university%20was%20founded%20as,another%20provincial%20charter%20in%201967
https://leapscholar.com/canada/universities-colleges-list/montreal-quebec-in-canada#:~:text=QS%20Ranking%202025
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universit%C3%A9_de_Montr%C3%A9al#:~:text=ARWU%20%20World,47%20%5D6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universit%C3%A9_de_Montr%C3%A9al#:~:text=rankings,The%20university%20was
https://www.hec.ca/en/news/2025/qs-rankings-2026-udem-and-its-affiliated-schools-among-the-best-in-the-world.html#:~:text=The%20Universit%C3%A9%C2%A0de%C2%A0Montr%C3%A9al%20and%20its%20affiliated,universities%20from%20around%20the%20world
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universit%C3%A9_de_Montr%C3%A9al#:~:text=ARWU%20%20National,49%20%5D6
https://2727coworking.com/?utm_source=pdf
https://2727coworking.com/articles/academic-profiles-montreal-universities

‘ Academic Profiles of Montreal's Major Universities

placed UdeM (with its affiliated schools) 5th in Canada (101-150 band globally) (Source: hec.ca). In research-specific rankings, UdeM shines: for example,
Academic Ranking of World Universities (Shanghai) ranked it in the 101-150 range worldwide (Source: en.wikipedia.org), and Research Infosource

consistently lists UdeM in the top 3 in Canada by research volume (Source: umontreal.ca). Overall, UdeM'’s global stature is strong, especially considering it
is the highest-ranked French-language university in North America (and often in the top few globally among French-medium institutions (Source:
umontreal.ca)).

Size and Structure: UdeM is a comprehensive public research university with approximately 45,000 students at its core campus, and about 69,000
including its affiliated schools (HEC Montréal and Polytechnique) (Source: umontreal.ca)(Source: umontreal.ca). This makes it one of the largest universities in
Canada. UdeM comprises 13 faculties and over 60 departments(Source: en.wikipedia.org). Major faculties include Arts & Science (the largest, combining

humanities, social sciences, and sciences), Medicine (with associated health science fields like Pharmacy, Public Health, Nursing), Law, Education, Veterinary
Medicine (UdeM hosts Quebec's only French-language veterinary school), Dentistry, Optometry, Environmental Design (architecture, urban planning), and
Music, among others (Source: timeshighereducation.com)(Source: en.wikipedia.org). It offers over 600 programs in total, including 71 doctoral

programs(Source: en.wikipedia.org). All regular undergraduate programs at UdeM are taught in French(Source: timeshighereducation.com). However, many

graduate programs (especially in STEM fields and certain disciplines) may offer supervision or courses in English — and the university has been increasing
English offerings at the graduate level to attract international students (Source: leapscholar.com)(Source: leapscholar.com). UdeM's two affiliated schools
deserve special mention:

« Polytechnique Montréal - the School of Engineering, founded in 1873, affiliated in academics with UdeM. It offers engineering and applied science
programs and has about 10,000 students(Source: umontreal.ca). Polytechnique is a top Canadian engineering institution, known for civil, electrical,
computer, and chemical engineering programs. The language of instruction is primarily French, and applicants must demonstrate French proficiency
(level B2), although some graduate-level courses and research can be done in English (Source: polymtl.ca)(Source: share.polymtl.ca).

« HEC Montréal - a leading business school (Ecole des Hautes Etudes Commerciales), founded in 1907 and affiliated with UdeM. It has about 13,000
students in undergraduate (BBA) and graduate business programs (Source: umontreal.ca). HEC offers programs in French, English, and bilingual
formats - for example, there is an MBA taught in English, a trilingual BBA (French-English-Spanish), and many MSc specializations that accommodate
English-speaking students (Source: hec.ca)(Source: hec.ca). HEC Montréal is the first business school in Canada and holds the prestigious “triple crown”

of accreditations: AMBA, AACSB, and EQUIS(Source: hec.ca), placing it among the global elite of business schools. (Note: HEC and Polytechnique are
academically part of the UdeM network and share research and resources, but they maintain separate admissions and branding.)

Together, UdeM, Polytechnique, and HEC create an “umbrella” of institutions that cover virtually all fields — from pure science and medicine at UdeM, to
engineering at Poly, to business management at HEC. This cluster is often cited as Quebec'’s leading hub of higher education and research(Source:
umontreal.ca)(Source: umontreal.ca).

Campus and Environment: UdeM's main campus is located in the Cote-des-Neiges neighborhood on the northern slope of Mount Royal. The campus is
known for its iconic art deco tower (Roger Gaudry Building) and spreads over 65 hectares adjacent to a lush park area (Source: timeshighereducation.com)

(Source: timeshighereducation.com). The campus is well-integrated into the city, with three metro (subway) stations on site and a mix of modern and mid-
century academic buildings (Source: timeshighereducation.com)(Source: timeshighereducation.com). UdeM emphasizes sustainability on campus,

maintaining green spaces and biodiversity in its grounds (Source: timeshighereducation.com). There are also several satellite campuses and affiliated hospital

research centers across Montreal, plus a new downtown campus for HEC Montréal (set to open fully by 2025) to complement HEC's main C6te-des-Neiges
building (Source: hec.ca)(Source: hec.ca). The student life at UdeM is dynamic: as a predominantly francophone campus, it offers an immersion in French-

Canadian academic culture. Over 5,000 international students from 95 countries enroll each year (Source: ugam.ca), and UdeM provides French-language

support (its Ecole de Langues offers French as a second language courses (Source: ugam.ca)). Students can join a variety of clubs, ranging from cultural

associations to sports; UdeM'’s teams are the Carabins, which have won national championships in hockey, soccer, and football (Source: umontreal.ca)
(Source: umontreal.ca).

Notable Alumni: UdeM’s alumni network is around 450,000 strong worldwide (Source: umontreal.ca). Graduates have made their mark in government,
academia, arts, and business. Famous alumni include Pierre Elliott Trudeau, the 15th Prime Minister of Canada (and father of current PM Justin Trudeau);
Pauline Marois, the first female Premier of Quebec; eminent jurists like Louise Arbour (former UN High Commissioner for Human Rights and Supreme Court
Justice); Academy Award-winning filmmaker Denys Arcand; Nobel Prize-winning medical researcher Roger Guillemin; astrophysicist Hubert Reeves; tech
entrepreneur Pierre Péladeau (founder of Quebecor); and many others (Source: umontreal.ca). This mix of political leaders, innovators, and cultural icons
highlights UdeM's broad impact. The university's French heritage means many alumni have been influential within Quebec and Francophonie circles, though
plenty have global renown as well.

Research Strengths: UdeM is one of Canada’s top research universities, often ranked 3rd nationally in research funding (after only University of Toronto
and UBC in recent years) (Source: umontreal.ca). It houses 465 research units (centers, institutes, and chairs) covering a spectrum of fields (Source:
umontreal.ca). Major strengths include health and life sciences (UdeM is affiliated with Montreal's major hospitals and renowned for medicine,
pharmacology, public health, and neuroscience research), Artificial Intelligence (Montreal is a global Al hub largely due to UdeM'’s Yoshua Bengio, a Turing
Award laureate, who co-founded Mila — the Montreal Institute for Learning Algorithms — with McGill (Source: en.wikipedia.org). Mila is now the world's largest

deep learning research center and has attracted partnerships with industry leaders like Google and Meta), Science and Engineering (from quantum
computing to aerospace, often in partnership with Polytechnique Montréal), Social Sciences and Humanities (UdeM has the International Centre for
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Comparative Criminology, leading work in law and society (Source: timeshighereducation.com), and strong programs in psychology, sociology, etc.), and

Public Policy and Law (the university's law faculty is prominent in civil law scholarship). UdeM's research income is about CA$710 million annually(Source:
umontreal.ca), and it holds 146 Canada Research Chairs in cutting-edge areas (Source: umontreal.ca). It has been at the forefront of innovation such as new
drug discoveries (Institute for Immunology and Cancer is based at UdeM (Source: timeshighereducation.com)) and pioneering fields like Montreal's

leadership in Al ethics and data science (through initiatives like IVADO - Institute for Data Valorization). The affiliated Polytechnique and HEC further
contribute to innovation output: Polytechnique is known for high engineering patent counts and tech startups, while HEC's researchers excel in areas like
finance, operations research, and entrepreneurship.

Global Partnerships: UdeM has a strong international orientation, despite being francophone. It maintains over 550 partnership agreements in 80
countries for research collaboration and student exchange (Source: umontreal.ca). It is a member of international networks such as the AUF (Francophone
Universities Agency) and Universitas 21. Each year nearly 1,000 UdeM students go abroad and UdeM welcomes thousands of international and exchange
students. For example, UdeM hosts students through its many joint programs (like bi-national degrees) and is actively involved in the Francophonie academic
community. Additionally, HEC Montréal has over 100 partner business schools worldwide and offers exchange opportunities on every continent, while
Polytechnique has student exchange and double-degree programs with leading engineering universities (e.g. in France, Germany, and beyond).

Student Life and Services: As a French-language institution, UdeM provides a distinct cultural experience. However, knowledge of French varies among
international students — many learn on the go. The university offers extensive language support, including French immersion programs (like the Programme
intensif de francisation universitaire) (Source: hec.ca). Student services include housing assistance, academic mentoring, and career placement. The

employment outcomes are strong - about 90% of UdeM graduates find jobs within 2 years(Source: leapscholar.com)(Source: leapscholar.com),

comparable to McGill's outcomes. The student-faculty ratio is ~22:1(Source: leapscholar.com), indicating somewhat larger class sizes at the undergrad
level (especially in first-year courses) compared to McGill, but still reasonable. UdeM has a notably high proportion of graduate students (~28% of students
are in grad studies) (Source: umontreal.ca), reflecting its research focus — one of the highest grad student proportions in Canada. This means ample
opportunities for undergrads to engage in research labs and for grad students to be part of a large scholarly community.

Campus life is enriched by clubs, athletics (the Carabins teams), and Montreal’s cultural scene. Being in a diverse city, UdeM fosters inclusion — it hosts
numerous cultural events and has student associations for various international communities. The university’s location near downtown means students can
enjoy cafes and shops in Cote-des-Neiges and are a short metro ride from the Plateau and other vibrant districts.

Tuition and Financials: Like other Quebec universities, UdeM has a differentiated fee structure. Tuition for Quebec residents is very low (on par with McGill's
Quebec rate, roughly CA$3,500-$4,500/year for full-time undergrad). Non-Quebec Canadian students pay an additional surcharge (around CA$8,000-
$9,000/year). International students traditionally paid higher fees (often in the mid-20Ks for arts/science and up to ~$30K for programs like engineering or
business). Recognizing this, UdeM introduced an Exemption Scholarship program for international students that automatically awards tuition waivers
reducing the cost. With this scholarship, an international student’s tuition can drop from about CA$23,660 per year to as low as CA$8,600 per year
(depending on the program and academic performance) (Source: linkedin.com). This is a substantial incentive making UdeM very attractive financially. Most
international students are eligible (no separate application required) (Source: admission.umontreal.ca). At the graduate level, many students, especially in

research programs, receive funding or teaching assistantships. HEC Montréal and Polytechnique charge their own tuition rates but are similarly structured
(with HEC's MBA and other master's programs being among the more expensive, though still competitive globally). UdeM and its affiliates also offer
scholarships and bursaries: e.g. UdeM has merit-based scholarships for top incoming international graduate students, HEC offers scholarships for academic
excellence and need (and participates in programs like QS MBA scholarships), and Polytechnique has awards for research interns and graduate researchers.

Summary: Université de Montréal offers academic excellence in a French milieu, with particular leadership in research and graduate training. It stands out
in fields like medicine, Al, and the breadth provided by its affiliated schools (HEC and Polytechnique). For international students open to studying in French (or
in English at the grad level), UdeM provides a high-quality education with relatively affordable tuition, and exposure to Montreal's rich French-Canadian
culture. Its graduates are well regarded in the Quebec and global job markets, especially in sectors like healthcare, engineering, and finance.

Concordia University

Founded: 1974 through the merger of two institutions — Loyola College (a Jesuit liberal arts college founded in 1896) and Sir George Williams University
(founded 1926, known for evening programs for working students) (Source: timeshighereducation.com). The merger created Concordia University, named for

the motto of Montreal (“Concordia Salus” — “well-being through harmony"). Concordia is an English-language public university.
Campus and Structure: Concordia operates two campuses in Montreal:

¢ Sir George Williams Campus (SGW) - located in Downtown Montreal (Quartier Concordia) centered around de Maisonneuve Blvd. and Crescent St. This
is the main campus, an urban cluster of high-rise buildings (Hall Building, EV Building, John Molson Building, etc.) integrated into the city core (Source:
timeshighereducation.com).

e Loyola Campus - located in the residential district of Notre-Dame-de-Grace (NDG) about 7 km west of downtown. Loyola is a quieter, green campus with

Gothic-revival architecture, housing departments like theology, communications, and athletics facilities (Source: timeshighereducation.com).
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The two campuses give Concordia a mix of urban buzz and traditional campus feel. A free shuttle bus connects them. Concordia is organized into 4 main
faculties: Arts and Science (the largest faculty, covering humanities, social sciences, sciences), the Gina Cody School of Engineering and Computer
Science, the Faculty of Fine Arts, and the John Molson School of Business (JMSB)(Source: timeshighereducation.com). Additionally, there is a School of
Graduate Studies overseeing graduate programs. Concordia offers over 300 programs across these faculties, including unique interdisciplinary options. All

programs are taught in English (it is one of three English-language universities in Quebec, along with McGill and Bishop's) (Source:
timeshighereducation.com), though Concordia encourages students to take French courses and embrace bilingualism informally.

Academic Profile: Concordia is known for its practical, innovative approach to education. The John Molson School of Business is one of Canada’s top
commerce schools, especially noted for MBA and finance (John Molson MBA is often ranked among Canada'’s top 10 MBAs). The Gina Cody School (renamed
after an alumna donor) is a rising engineering faculty, especially strong in computer science, software engineering, and aerospace (Montreal's aerospace
industry partners with Concordia on research). The Faculty of Fine Arts at Concordia is one of the largest in Canada, encompassing visual arts, performing
arts, cinema (Concordia’'s Mel Hoppenheim School of Cinema is renowned), and design — reflecting Concordia’s strength in creative fields. Arts and Science
faculty has notable programs in psychology, journalism, chemistry, and more. Research at Concordia has been growing: Concordia now has 21 research
centers and 118 research chairs focusing on areas like aerospace, artificial intelligence, health, digital arts, and sustainable engineering(Source:
timeshighereducation.com). For example, Concordia hosts a cutting-edge District 3 Innovation Center, an incubator for startups and experiential learning,
and leads projects in smart cities and bioengineering. While historically Concordia was not as research-intensive as McGill or UdeM, it has established itself in
the 601-800 band globally (THE 2023) and around #465 in QS 2026 (Source: topuniversities.com), reflecting improving research output and reputation. It
is classified as a “comprehensive” university (Maclean’s category), and indeed Research Infosource ranks it among the top 15 in Canada for research
funding in its category.

Enrollment and Diversity: Concordia is a large university with about 46,000 students (2022-23: ~35,400 undergrads, ~10,000 graduate students, plus
~4,400 in continuing education) (Source: en.wikipedia.org). It is one of Canada's most international universities - roughly 20% of students are

international, hailing from over 150 countries(Source: timeshighereducation.com). Concordia prides itself on accessibility and diversity; its acceptance rate
is ~78% (Source: leapscholar.com)(Source: leapscholar.com), indicating a more open admissions policy (though certain programs like Computer Science,
Engineering, or Fine Arts may have higher requirements). The student body includes many mature and part-time students, aligning with Concordia’s
tradition of flexibility (e.g. evening and online courses).

Concordia’s student-faculty ratio is about 25:1 on average (Source: leapscholar.com). Classes in first-year can be large in popular subjects, but many
programs emphasize hands-on work and smaller lab or studio sections. Concordia emphasizes “real-world learning” - this includes extensive co-operative
education (co-op) programs. Concordia’s Institute for Co-operative Education administers co-op in over 70 programs at the bachelor’s and master’s levels
(Source: en.wikipedia.org). Co-op students alternate academic terms with 12-17 week paid work terms in industries related to their field, graduating with at
least 12 months of work experience(Source: en.wikipedia.org)(Source: en.wikipedia.org). This is a major draw for Concordia; it is known as “strong on co-

ops” (Source: |leapscholar.com)(Source: leapscholar.com), and many students leverage these experiences into job offers. Indeed, Concordia's graduate
employment rate is ~88% within 2 years(Source: leapscholar.com)(Source: leapscholar.com), not far behind McGill and UdeM, thanks in part to practical

training. Faculties like Engineering, Computer Science, and Business have especially high co-op participation, connecting students to Montreal's banking,
tech, and aerospace firms. Concordia also offers “Industrial Experience” options (summer internships) for students outside formal co-op (Source:
en.wikipedia.org).

Notable Alumni: Concordia’s alumni network, including graduates of its founding institutions, exceeds 200,000 people. Many have achieved prominence in
Canada and internationally. Examples include Darren Entwistle, CEO of TELUS (a major telecom); Annie Murphy, Emmy-winning actress (Schitt's Creek);
Gina Cody, pioneering engineer and businesswoman (for whom the engineering school is named); Willie O'Ree, the first Black player in the NHL (honorary
doctorate); Ken Dryden, Hall of Fame hockey player and politician (attended Sir George Williams); Michaélle Jean, former Governor General of Canada (M.A.
in communications); and Rémi Quirion, Chief Scientist of Quebec. The arts community in Montreal has many Concordia graduates (filmmakers, visual artists,
writers), reflecting the strength in Fine Arts. Additionally, Concordia's JMSB has produced notable business leaders and entrepreneurs. The university
frequently highlights “Great Concordians” as part of its 50th anniversary, showcasing alumni across sectors who have made significant impact (Source:
concordia.ca)(Source: concordia.ca).

Student Life and Services: Concordia is often praised for its student-friendly environment and supportive services. It has over 200 student clubs and
associations, including an active student union for both undergrad and graduate levels. The downtown campus means students enjoy city life — cafés,
galleries, and nightlife — as part of their daily routine. Meanwhile, Loyola Campus offers sports fields, a performing arts centre, and a classic campus quad for
a more traditional college vibe. Concordia has a strong athletics program (the Concordia Stingers compete in hockey, football, basketball, etc., with a
particularly storied rivalry in Quebec university sports). Unique to Concordia is its commitment to sustainability and community engagement - it runs the
Sustainable Concordia initiative, urban gardens, and community projects in Montreal. Student services include the Career and Planning Services (CAPS)
which helps students find internships and jobs (the robust co-op office is part of this), health and wellness services, and an International Students Office that
assists with immigration and integration. Concordia's libraries and study spaces (the award-winning Grey Nuns Reading Room, for example) are beloved by
students.

Academically, Concordia has been innovative in pedagogy - it offers flexible scheduling (e.g. many evening and some weekend courses, catering to working
students) and online/hybrid course options. Professors often bring industry experience, especially in applied programs. Concordia is also distinctive for its
independent study opportunities and interdisciplinary programs (for example, interdisciplinary programs in Human Environment, or individualized
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graduate programs).

Research and Innovation: While not as old as McGill or UdeM, Concordia has carved out niches in research. It leads nationwide projects in smart cities,
digital innovation, and climate change. It is home to the Next-Generation Cities Institute and the PERFORM Centre for health research. The university's
strategy has been to focus on emerging areas that align with social needs — e.g. Affordable Housing, Aging, and Health Technology. In 2022, Concordia
received a landmark gift to establish research in synthetic biology and applied Al. The university has 118 endowed research chairs (Source:
timeshighereducation.com), including a Canada Excellence Research Chair in Smart Grid security. Concordia’s innovation ecosystem includes District 3 (D3)
Innovation Center, which has incubated 500+ start-ups, and numerous labs where undergraduates are encouraged to participate. This practical research
approach complements Montreal's tech and arts scenes, making Concordia graduates highly adaptable.

Global Outlook: Concordia, as its name implies (symbolizing harmony), prides itself on inclusivity. It has numerous international academic partners and is part
of the Canadian Bureau for International Education (CBIE) and other networks. Students can go on exchange to Europe, Asia, etc. (though exchange
programs are somewhat smaller scale than McGill/lUdeM'’s). However, Concordia has specialized partnerships — for instance, in film and fine arts, it has ties
with art schools in France and the U.S. JMSB business students partake in international case competitions (where Concordia has a strong reputation). In terms
of reputation, Concordia was ranked #17 in Canada by alumni prominence (edurank) (Source: edurank.org), and its growing global ranking reflects
increased recognition.

Tuition and Financial Aid: Concordia’s tuition is relatively affordable, especially for Quebecers. Quebec residents pay roughly CA$3,500-$4,000 per year for
most full-time undergraduate programs (government-regulated). Out-of-province Canadians pay more, roughly CA$8,000-$9,000. International
undergraduates pay around CA$25,000-$30,000 per year for most programs (Source: leapscholar.com)(Source: leapscholar.com) (the lower end for Arts,

higher end for Engineering or Business). This is in line with other Canadian universities and generally lower than U.S. private universities. Concordia provides
entrance scholarships based on academic merit (often automatically considered with admission). It also has some unique awards: for example, the
Concordia Presidential Scholarship is a prestigious full tuition and fees scholarship targeting outstanding international undergraduate students (covering up
to ~$30,000 annually for tuition and living stipend) (Source: scholarshipregion.com). Only a couple are awarded each year, but it signals Concordia’s

commitment to attracting top talent globally. For graduate students, Concordia offers a variety of fellowships and teaching/research assistantships. The
university also actively helps students find external funding (e.g. Fulbright, Trudeau scholarships, etc.). International students can also benefit from Quebec
government bursaries (for Francophonie, etc.) and work opportunities (international students in Quebec can often get off-campus work permits, and co-op
work terms are paid).

Summary: Concordia University is a dynamic, urban institution known for hands-on education, accessibility, and innovation. It may not have the centuries-
old history of McGill, but in its few decades it has become a top choice for students seeking practical experience (co-ops), a modern curriculum, and an
inclusive community. Its strengths in business, engineering, fine arts, and community-focused research make it a vital part of Montreal's academic landscape.
For professional or graduate students, Concordia offers the chance to collaborate on applied research and engage with industry, all while enjoying the rich
cultural backdrop of Montreal.

Université du Québec a Montréal (UQAM)

Founded: 1969 by the Quebec government. UQAM was created through the merger of several French-language institutions: the Ecole des Beaux-Arts de
Montréal (fine arts school), Collége Sainte-Marie (a classical college), and a few other specialized schools (Source: en.wikipedia.org). It became a new kind of
public university aimed at broadening access to higher education for the French-speaking population of Montreal. UQAM is one of ten constituent universities
of the Université du Québec system, and is the system’s largest and most independent branch (it appoints its own rector, for example) (Source:

en.wikipedia.org).

Mission and Profile: UQAM is a French-language public research university with a strong focus on accessibility, innovation in curriculum, and social
impact. Its creation was a democratizing project — it opened doors for students from working-class and non-traditional backgrounds, including admitting
adults based on professional experience (a novelty at the time) (Source: en.wikipedia.org). UQAM quickly became known for progressive values and unionized
faculty governance (it was the first Canadian university with a major faculty union presence in administration) (Source: en.wikipedia.org). The university's

motto, “Au centre de tout” ("At the centre of everything”), reflects its aim to be closely connected to society.

Campus: UQAM'’s main campus is an urban campus in downtown Montreal, primarily in the Quartier Latin (Latin Quarter) and extending into the Quartier
des Spectacles (Entertainment District) (Source: ugam.ca). The campus blends into the city: notable facilities include the Judith-Jasmin building for
communications, the Sciences Complex (Complexe des sciences Pierre-Dansereau), the Design pavilion, and the Hubert-Aquin building for social sciences.
UQAM's campus is directly accessible via the Berri-UQAM metro station (a central hub) and Place-des-Arts station (Source: ugam.ca). Uniquely, parts of the

campus incorporate historical structures — for example, the university was built around the preserved bell tower facade of the Saint-Jacques Cathedral
(Source: en.wikipedia.org). UQAM also has four regional campuses in the Montreal metropolitan area: in Lanaudiére, Laval, Longueuil, and Montérégie-Ouest,

which offer programs to serve students outside the city core (Source: ugam.ca).

Faculties and Programs: UQAM offers over 365 programs across six faculties and one school(Source: en.wikipedia.org). The faculties are: Arts,
Education, Communication, Political Science and Law, Science, and Social Sciences(Source: en.wikipedia.org). In addition, the School of Management

(Ecole des sciences de la gestion, ESG UQAM) is a large, AACSB-accredited business school offering programs in management, finance, marketing, etc.
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Many of UQAM's programs are known for their originality and innovative nature(Source: ugam.ca)(Source: ugam.ca). For example, UQAM was a pioneer in
fields like urban planning, environmental sciences, sexology, feminist studies, and social economy - areas not traditionally found in academia in the
1970s but which UQAM established and excelled in (Source: ugam.ca). The university also has strong traditional programs: its Fine Arts programs (visual arts,
dance, design, theatre) are prestigious, continuing the legacy of the Beaux-Arts school. Its Communication faculty (media, journalism, film) is one of the top
in Quebec, producing many of the province's media professionals. UQAM's Science faculty specializes in fields like environmental science, biology, and
Earth sciences, often with an applied angle. Political Science and Law is notable for public affairs and international relations research (UQAM hosts the
Montreal Institute of International Studies) (Source: ugam.ca). Most programs at UQAM are taught in French. International or anglophone students are
expected to have sufficient French to study, though UQAM's Ecole de langues offers French as a second language courses and some certificates in other
languages (Source: ugam.ca). (UQAM does not routinely offer programs in English, unlike McGill/Concordia; instead, it immerses students in French, while

providing language support.)

Enrollment: UQAM has about 40,000 students (as of 2020: 39,427 students, including ~30,000 undergrads and ~8,500 graduate students) (Source:
en.wikipedia.org). It's comparable in size to Concordia/UdeM’s main campus. Each year, it welcomes 5,000+ international students from 95
countries(Source: ugam.ca) — about 12-13% of the student body, which is significant for a non-anglophone university. UQAM's student population historically

skewed older and more part-time than other universities (given its mandate of accessibility and many continuing education options), but it also has many
typical college-age students coming from CEGEP (Quebec's college system).

Reputation and Rankings: UQAM has a strong academic reputation in Quebec and is recognized for the quality of its programs and research grounded in
social issues(Source: ugam.ca). It might not rank as highly on global lists due to the smaller proportion of Anglophone research output, but it still appears in
international rankings: e.g. Times Higher Education 2023 placed UQAM in the 601-800 band globally (Source: studyabroad.careers360.com), and QS
often ranks it around 700-650 range. It performs well in specific subject rankings (for example, it's often ranked in top 100 worldwide for Nursing (due to its
unique sexology and nursing programs) or in Art & Design categories). Research Infosource (2020) ranked UQAM 1st in Quebec and 8th in Canada for

research funding among comprehensive universities(Source: ugam.ca), reflecting that within its category (non-medical, mid-sized universities) UQAM is a
research leader. This is notable because it shows UQAM punches above its weight in obtaining research grants in areas like social sciences, education, and
the arts. UQAM faculty have won many awards for their work and the university is esteemed for its “cutting-edge research” that is socially relevant (Source:
ugam.ca).

Research and Innovation: UQAM'’s research covers a broad spectrum but with an emphasis on human and social dimensions. It has 100+ research units
(centers, institutes, chairs) (Source: ugam.ca). Key research themes include social justice, cultural studies, sustainable development, health (especially
public health and sexuality studies), education methods, and creative arts. For example, UQAM's Centre for Research on Social Innovations and

Institute of Feminist Research are influential. In science, UQAM is known for environmental research in partnership with government (climate change
studies, water resources) and for its work in astronomy and geoscience (UQAM manages an astronomical observatory and contributes to planetary
sciences). Innovation at UQAM often means program innovation — it was the first to offer a bachelor’s in sexology, first to have a program in graphic design
in Quebec, etc. (Source: ugam.ca). It also engages in technological innovation; for instance, UQAM computer scientists and industry partners work on video

game design and Al (Montreal's gaming sector draws on UQAM's creative computing grads). UQAM'’s School of Management (ESG) has research centers in
areas like finance (e.g. fintech) and corporate governance, contributing to business innovation.

Community and Culture: UQAM is deeply embedded in Montreal’s cultural and social life. Its performing arts students often stage public productions; its
design and fine arts students contribute to the city’s creative industries. The campus includes the UQAM Centre de Design, which hosts exhibitions open to
the public. UQAM's mandate of openness is reflected in many continuing education and community outreach programs. The student life at UQAM is vibrant,
with a tradition of activism (student movements have been notable at UQAM). There are dozens of student associations, often department-based and
politically active. Sports teams, known as the UQAM Citadins, compete in U Sports (they are smaller programs, but UQAM has had national titles in
cheerleading and strong showings in basketball).

Global Engagement: Although primarily francophone, UQAM participates in international exchange and research networks. It has agreements with over 400
institutions in 60 countries(Source: ugam.ca), and is active in the Agence universitaire de la Francophonie and other global groups. It attracts many

French and Francophone African students due to the shared language (and Quebec's tuition policy which often lets French citizens pay local fees). It also
runs international field programs - e.g. internships for education students abroad, summer schools in foreign languages, etc.

Admissions and Language: For international students, French proficiency is required (usually a B2 level test like TFI or TEF for non-Francophones). UQAM
does provide a pathway: students can be admitted conditionally and take intensive French if needed. The Ecole de langues at UQAM is well-regarded and
uses tech-driven methods for language learning (Source: ugam.ca). As courses are in French, this is a distinguishing factor — unlike McGill/Concordia (English)

or even UdeM (which has some grad courses in English), UQAM fully immerses students in French. This can be a draw for those wanting a French academic
environment.

Tuition: UQAM, like others, follows Quebec's low tuition regime. Quebec residents pay around CA$3,000-$3,500 per year (one of the lowest in North
America). Students from France (and certain Francophone countries by special agreements) also pay the local rate. Other Canadian students pay a bit more
(~$8K). International students have traditionally paid higher fees (though generally slightly lower than McGill's international rates, depending on program). For
instance, an international undergrad in arts might pay around CA$17,000-$20,000 per year. However, UQAM often grants some tuition exemptions through
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Quebec's bilateral agreements and has scholarships for international grad students. As a French university, UQAM also benefits from French government
scholarships that French citizens bring (like bursaries that French regional governments offer their students to study at UQAM). Financial aid for local students
is available through Quebec's aid program, and UQAM has a number of merit scholarships (for academic excellence, community involvement, etc.).

Unique Strengths: UQAM's strengths lie in its innovative programs and community connections. It excels in fields such as communications (media,
cinema) — many Quebec journalists and filmmakers are UQAM alumni. Its arts and design programs feed Montreal's vibrant arts scene. In social sciences
(sociology, psychology, political science), UQAM's perspective often includes progressive and critical approaches, making it a hub for researchers in those
domains. The School of Management (ESG) is one of the largest business schools in Canada by enrollment and has reputed programs in management and
accounting, especially taught in French.

For a professional audience, UQAM offers potential collaboration especially if one's interests align with francophone communities, social innovation, or
creative industries. For instance, a foreign researcher in urban planning might partner with UQAM's Institut d'urbanisme for a project in Montreal’s urban
development, or an education specialist might study Quebec's unique education system through UQAM's education faculty.

Summary: Université du Québec a Montréal (UQAM) stands out as a modern, creative, and socially engaged university. It provides high-quality education
in French, with many programs not found elsewhere, and a pedagogy that values accessibility and real-world relevance. Its location and culture embed it
deeply in Montreal's social fabric. International graduate students seeking to study or research in French, especially in humanities, social sciences, arts, or
education, will find UQAM to be a welcoming and enriching environment. With relatively low tuition and a mission that encourages innovation, UQAM is a top
choice in the Francophone academic world of North America.

Comparative Overview of Montreal's Top Universities

To facilitate a side-by-side comparison, the following table summarizes key metrics of the major Montreal universities profiled above:
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UNIVERSITY

McGill
University

Univ. de
Montréal
(UdeM)

Concordia
University

UQAM (Univ.
Québec a
Mtl.)

Polytechnique
Montréal
(affiliated
UdeM)

LANGUAGE

English

French

English

French

French (Eng.

at grad)

FOUNDED

1821

1878

1974

1969

1873

ENROLLMENT
(TOTAL)

~39,000
(Source:
leapscholar.com)

~67,000 (incl.
HEC & Poly)
(Source:
leapscholar.com)

~46,000
(Source:
en.wikipedia.org)

~40,000
(Source:
en.wikipedia.org)

~10,200
(Source:
umontreal.ca)
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INTL. STUDENTS QS WORLD RANK

~30% (Source:
timeshighereducation.com)

#27 (QS 2026)
(Source:
topuniversities.com)

(150+ countries)

#168 (QS 2026)
(Source:
leapscholar.com)

~16% (11,000+ intl.)
(Source: umontreal.ca)

~20% (Source:
timeshighereducation.com)

#465 (QS 2026)
(Source:
topuniversities.com)

(150 countries)

~12% (5,000 intl.) (Source: ~#701-750 (est.
ugam.ca) Qs)

— (Included in UdeM

~22% intl. (est.) rank)
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ENROLLMENT
UNIVERSITY LANGUAGE FOUNDED (TOTAL) INTL. STUDENTS QS WORLD RANK THE WORLD RANK NQ

HEC Montréal ~13,500 .
- (Included in UdeM En

(affiliated French/English 1907 (Source: ~31% intl. (MBA ~50%) rank) - (Included in UdeM) fin
UdeM) umontreal.ca)

Gl
HE
en

Table Note: QS = QS World University Rankings; THE = Times Higher Education World Rankings. “Intl. Students” indicates percentage of student body that is
international. Rankings are latest available (2025-2026). HEC and Poly are counted within UdeM's global ranking but are highlighted for their specialized
strengths.

As seen above, McGill and UdeM are the largest and highest-ranked, reflecting extensive research output and a broad array of programs. Concordia and
UQAM also have large enroliments and comprehensive offerings, but with distinct missions — Concordia anglophone and experiential, UQAM francophone and
innovative. HEC and Polytechnique add specialized excellence in business and engineering respectively, bolstering Montreal's academic ecosystem.

Academic Offerings and Strengths

Breadth vs. Specialization: McGill and UdeM are broad research universities covering all major disciplines (from medicine and law to music). McGill
operates in English and has long-standing strengths in Medicine, Law, STEM, and Arts - for example, McGill's Faculty of Medicine (now Medicine and Health
Sciences) is top-ranked in Canada (Source: en.wikipedia.org), and its law school is internationally recognized for its bijural (common law & civil law) program.

UdeM, as a French comprehensive university, likewise spans 13 faculties including some unique to Quebec (Veterinary Medicine, Optometry) (Source:
timeshighereducation.com). UdeM is the only university in Montreal offering degrees in veterinary medicine and optometry, serving niche professional needs.

UdeM'’s affiliation with Polytechnique (engineering) and HEC (business) effectively means students can access top-tier specialized programs while still
being in the UdeM umbrella (Source: en.wikipedia.org).

Concordia and UQAM also cover a wide range, but with different focal points. Concordia’s hallmark is experiential learning across disciplines — e.g., its Gina
Cody School is strong in Computer Science, Software Engineering, and Building (notably, Concordia is a North American leader in building engineering
and sustainable design research). Its John Molson School of Business (JMSB) offers acclaimed programs in Accountancy and Finance, and is known for
its case competition teams. Concordia’s Faculty of Fine Arts is arguably the best in Eastern Canada for studio arts, film production, and digital arts, attracting
creative talent. Concordia thus excels in practical fields: it is ranked #1 in Canada for art and design subject by some metrics, and its engineering and
business programs emphasize co-ops which appeal to career-focused students (Source: leapscholar.com)(Source: leapscholar.com).

UQAM, on the other hand, offers many programs but has a reputation for social sciences, humanities, and arts. It pioneered programs like Sexology (study
of human sexuality) - UQAM is the only Canadian university with a Faculty of Sexology, producing leading sex educators and therapists (Source: ugam.ca).
Its Communication and Journalism programs are top feeders for Quebec media. Political Science and Law at UQAM have a distinct focus on social justice
and international development, aligning with the university's progressive ethos. UQAM's Ecole des sciences de la gestion (ESG) is large, offering MBAs and
specialized management degrees in French; it's particularly noted for entrepreneurship and SME management (suiting Quebec’s many small businesses). In
the sciences, UQAM has carved niches in Environmental Science, Urban Studies, and Atmospheric Sciences, often collaborating on projects related to
climate change and urban planning in Montreal.

Languages of Instruction: One key difference is language. McGill and Concordia teach primarily in English, catering to students from across Canada and
the world who work in English (McGill even allows academic work in French, but classes are in English) (Source: en.wikipedia.org). UdeM and UQAM teach in
French. At UdeM, all undergrad instruction is in French, though many grad programs accommodate English research. HEC Montréal offers some programs in

English (e.g. MSc in Applied Finance in English, MBA in English) and bilingual options (Source: hec.ca)(Source: hec.ca), reflecting the international nature of

business education. Polytechnique is mostly French; however, it has English-language research opportunities and some courses in graduate “packages”
taught in English (since 2019, it offers a few English course groups, given Montreal's attractiveness to international engineering students) (Source:
share.polymtl.ca). UQAM is entirely French for coursework, but it provides French language courses to help international students integrate (Source:

ugam.ca).

Thus, students proficient in French have the full menu of Montreal institutions available, while those without French will gravitate to McGill or Concordia (or
English programs at HEC). Some programs also allow cross-registration: e.g. a McGill student might take a course at UdeM's French literature department
for credit, or a UdeM student might attend an English summer course at Concordia.
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Signature Programs: Each university also has signature strengths:

e McGill - Medicine, Biomedical Sciences, Law (e.g. Air & Space Law D.C.L. is unique (Source: topuniversities.com)), International Relations, Psychology,
and Music (Schulich School). It's also strong in Artificial Intelligence and machine learning, sharing leadership of Mila institute with UdeM.

e UdeM - Medicine (largest medical school in Canada by MD output), Pharmacy, Al and Deep Learning (Yoshua Bengio's lab), Public Health (School of
Public Health), Arts and Sciences (broad program in French literature, philosophy, etc.), and Law in French (civil law training for Quebec's legal system).

 HEC Montréal — MBA and MSc programs ranked among the top 100 globally; known for analytics, fintech, and international business. It offers a
unique trilingual Bachelor of Business Administration and has strengths in Al for business (IVADO institute involvement).

¢ Polytechnique Montréal — Top programs in Civil Engineering, Electrical/Computer Engineering, Chemical Engineering; houses Canada's leading
industrial engineering research group and has a strong aerospace engineering option (benefiting from Montreal's aerospace industry cluster).

e Concordia - Communication Studies and Journalism (in English) complement UQAM's French programs; Concordia also excels in Game Design and
Digital Media (some of Ubisoft Montreal's talents are Concordia alumni). Sustainability and Climate research (e.g. its Loyola Campus hosts the Loyola
Sustainability Research Centre). Business at JMSB is noted for its Case Competition training — Concordia often wins international MBA case
competitions.

* UQAM - Fine Arts (visual arts, theatre) - UQAM's dance and theatre graduates populate Montreal's stages. Social Work and Social Sciences - UQAM
produces many French-speaking social workers and psychologists. Education - UQAM trains a large portion of Quebec’s French-speaking teachers, with
innovative pedagogy in its education faculty. It also has a unique Indigenous Studies program (in French) focusing on First Peoples in Quebec.

In summary, academically Montreal's top universities collectively offer virtually every field of study, with some duplication (e.g. two medical schools:
McGill's and UdeM's; two law schools: McGill's (common law & bijural) and UdeM's (civil law), plus UQAM's law department for public law) and some
differentiation (only Concordia and McGill for English humanities, only UdeM/UQAM for certain French programs, etc.). This rich landscape also fosters
collaboration — for example, the Montreal Institute for Learning Algorithms (Mila) involves McGill, UdeM, Polytechnique, and UQAM researchers pooling
expertise in Al (Source: en.wikipedia.org). The presence of multiple universities has also made Montreal a hub for joint research centers (like the inter-
university Montreal Centre for International Studies or joint health research networks).

Student Life, Services, and Campus Infrastructure
All the universities invest in student services and quality of life, but the environment differs:
e Campus Infrastructure:

o McGill has a historic downtown campus with green spaces (Lower Field) against an urban backdrop. It blends old buildings (e.g. Arts Building) with
cutting-edge facilities like the Life Sciences Complex. McGill is undergoing infrastructure upgrades, e.g. a new campus hub for sustainability and
innovation. It also has the separate Macdonald Campus for agriculture, which offers a more rural, close-knit atmosphere. McGill's libraries (e.g. the
McLennan-Redpath Library) are extensive and open long hours.

o UdeM's main campus is on the north slope of Mount Royal, giving it a cohesive campus feel with a signature tower. It has multiple pavilions connected
by tunnels (useful in winter). Notably, UdeM is expanding with a new MIL campus (Mile Ex) for science and an Outremont Campus development on a
former rail yard, which will house new science facilities in the coming years. UdeM'’s Polytechnique and HEC share adjacent campus space, effectively
creating a university "mega-campus”. Facilities include modern science labs, the HEC's high-tech trading floor, and Poly's engineering labs.

o Concordia's SGW campus is a vertical, downtown campus — buildings like the EV (Engineering, Computer Science, Visual Arts) and JMSB high-rise
are state-of-the-art, but space is at a premium (it's integrated in office towers). Concordia compensates with specialized hubs like the District 3
Innovation Center (an incubator space) and a newly opened Applied Science Hub at Loyola Campus. The Loyola Campus in NDG provides traditional
campus facilities: a large athletics complex (Concordia Stadium, ice rink), a performing arts centre, and residence halls in a quieter setting.

o UQAM is thoroughly urban; its campus buildings are part of downtown’s fabric. It has the vast Bibliothéque centrale (central library) shared with
Quebec’s National Library network, and the Coeur des sciences science complex with modern labs. One unique feature: UQAM's campus is
integrated with commercial spaces and the metro, including the Underground City — students can go from class to eateries or malls without braving
winter outside. UQAM also manages several cultural venues, like the Cinématheque québécoise and Théatre Outremont, as part of its educational
mission.

o Residences: McGill has several residence halls (mostly downtown converted mansions or purpose-built dorms, offering ~3,000 beds) and Mac
campus housing. UdeM's residences (located near the main campus) provide options for ~1,200 students and it partners with private student
housing. Concordia’s downtown residence capacity is more limited (a few hundred beds in Grey Nuns Residence and ER buildings), relying on off-
campus housing for most. Loyola campus has dorms mostly for athletes and first-years. UQAM's residence is smaller, many students live at home or

Page 11 of 17


https://www.topuniversities.com/universities/mcgill-university#:~:text=,and%20Space%20Law%20Image%3A%20arrows
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universit%C3%A9_de_Montr%C3%A9al#:~:text=Since%202017%2C%20Universit%C3%A9%20de%20Montr%C3%A9al,55
https://2727coworking.com/?utm_source=pdf
https://2727coworking.com/articles/academic-profiles-montreal-universities

‘ Academic Profiles of Montreal's Major Universities

off-campus (UQAM does have a partnership for residence at the former YMCA). In general, Montreal's off-campus housing is relatively affordable
and accessible compared to cities like Toronto — a key quality-of-life advantage. Students commonly rent apartments in nearby neighborhoods (the
Plateau, Milton-Parc, NDG, etc.) and commute by the excellent public transit.

* Student Services: All four universities offer comprehensive services:
o Academic support (writing centers, tutoring) — e.g. McGill's Tutorial Service, Concordia’s Student Success Centre.
o Mental health and wellness - e.g. Concordia’s multi-faith and health services, McGill's Wellness Hub.

o Career services — each has career fairs and recruitment. Notably, employer reputation for Montreal grads is high: in a ranking by Canadian
employers, McGill and UdeM were top 5 in Canada (Source: hec.ca), and HEC's graduates are sought after (HEC's employability rank is 4th in Canada
(Source: en.wikipedia.org)). Concordia and UQAM have strong local industry links, which is reflected in job placements especially in Quebec.

o International student offices — they help with orientation, visa/CAQ paperwork, and cultural integration. Given Montreal's big international population,
these offices are quite active. French language support is prominent at UdeM and UQAM (e.g. free or low-cost French classes for foreign students),
while McGill and Concordia offer French as a second language courses to encourage their English-speaking students to learn French.

e Cultural Life and Extracurriculars:

o

Montreal is famous for its festivals (Jazz Festival, Just for Laughs, Film Festival, etc.) and student life taps into that. Students from all universities
frequent the Quartier des Spectacles and nightlife areas (Saint-Laurent, Saint-Denis streets).

o On campus, there are student-run media: McGill's “McGill Daily” (one of Canada’s oldest student newspapers) and CKUT radio; Concordia’'s CUTV
and The Link newspaper; UdeM'’s Quartier Libre paper; UQAM's Actualités UQAM and CHOQ.fm radio. These media often collaborate or compete in

covering student issues.

o

Sports and athletics: McGill's varsity teams (the Redbirds/Martlets) and UdeM'’s Carabins have a rivalry, particularly in hockey and football
(Carabins football won national Vanier Cup titles, McGill's hockey program is historic). Concordia's Stingers and UQAM'’s Citadins also field teams;
Concordia's hockey and football are competitive, UQAM excels in basketball and is strong in cheerleading and dance. University sporting events
(especially Carabins vs. Stingers vs. McGill) are well-attended and contribute to school spirit.

o

Networking and professional development: HEC and JMSB (Concordia) have very active student clubs in finance, marketing, etc., running
competitions and networking cocktails. Polytechnique and McGill Engineering both host large career fairs for engineering students (often with
aerospace and tech companies present).

o

Montreal's bilingual environment allows students to cross-network — many take part in inter-university events (e.g. Hackathons open to all schools,
joint research conferences, etc.). In fact, the presence of multiple universities means students have an expanded community. It's not unusual for, say,
a Concordia student to join an intramural sports league that includes UQAM students, or for McGill and UdeM students to collaborate in a community
volunteer project.

Quality of Life in Montreal: Simply put, Montreal offers a superior student quality of life at a lower cost than most large North American or European cities.
It was ranked the #1 city in North America for students (QS 2025) and consistently top 10 globally (Source: cicnews.com)(Source: cicnews.com). Key
factors:

» Affordability: Montreal has relatively low rents — a student can find a shared apartment for a few hundred dollars a month. According to QS metrics,
Montreal scores ~30/100 on affordability, better than Toronto or Vancouver which score in the teens (lower score means higher cost) (Source:
cicnews.com)(Source: cicnews.com). Groceries, public transit (unlimited student metro pass for about CA$56/month), and entertainment are reasonably

priced. As one source put it, “rent’s manageable, the metro works... groceries won’t rob you”(Source: leapscholar.com)(Source: leapscholar.com).

e Culture and Entertainment: Montreal is vibrant year-round. Students enjoy cafés in the Plateau, music festivals, countless restaurants (the city is
famously foodie-friendly), and an active nightlife (clubs, bars — with legal drinking age 18, many undergrads partake in nightlife early). The city’s European
flair and multicultural population mean there's always something happening — from art expos to street fairs. Each university also hosts cultural events: film
festivals at Concordia’s cinema department, public lecture series at UQAM, etc.

o Safety and Friendliness: Montreal is considered very safe for a city its size. It's common for students to be out late without issues, and the city's
neighborhoods around campuses are student-friendly. Montreal ranks highly in the “Student View" category of QS (scoring 94/100 in student
satisfaction) (Source: cicnews.com). Part of this is the welcoming nature of Montrealers and the ease of integrating into the community, even if you're new
to French (many Montrealers are bilingual and code-switching in conversations is normal).

¢ Recreation: Proximity to nature is a plus — Mount Royal Park is literally behind McGill and a short trip from UdeM/UQAM, providing a place for jogging,
skating on Beaver Lake in winter, or just relaxing with a view of the city. In winter, students embrace activities like ice skating in Old Port, skiing or
snowboarding (there are ski hills within 1-2 hours bus ride). Universities themselves offer recreation: McGill's athletics complex, Concordia’'s gym at
Loyola, etc., and there are intramural leagues and fitness classes open to all students.
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« Bilingual Advantage: For international students, Montreal offers a chance to learn or improve French while still being able to get by in English — or vice
versa. The city's bilingual signage and services make daily life navigable for anglophones, but French is readily accessible to practice. This can enrich the
student experience, and indeed employers in Montreal value bilingual graduates. Universities encourage language exchange; e.g. McGill and
Concordia have tandem language programs pairing French and English speakers.

Graduate Employability and Alumni Outcomes

Montreal’s universities collectively produce graduates who do well in the job market, with some variance by field:

« Employability Rankings: McGill and UdeM both appear in global employability rankings (McGill #29 globally for employer reputation (Source:
en.wikipedia.org), UdeM's HEC #63 globally in one ranking for business grad employability (Source: en.wikipedia.org)). This suggests degrees from these

institutions carry weight with employers.

e Local vs Global Employment: A McGill or Concordia degree (in English) can be a passport globally, given their international alumni networks and
instruction in English. UdeM and UQAM degrees (in French) are extremely valued within Quebec, the Francophonie, and with any employer seeking
French-proficient staff. Many UdeM alumni also succeed internationally, especially in academia and science (language is less a barrier in those fields). For
example, UdeM's Al graduates are recruited by top tech firms worldwide due to Montreal’s Al boom.

« Career Services and Internships: All universities have robust career centers. Concordia’s co-op ensures many students graduate with job experience,
often converting internships into full-time jobs (hence the ~88% 2-year post-grad employment rate) (Source: leapscholar.com)(Source: leapscholar.com).

UQAM and UdeM have mandatory internships in some programs (e.g. education student-teaching, social work practicums, etc.), integrating work
experience. McGill's approach is more traditional academic, but its name and alumni network (e.g. 147 Rhodes Scholars as testament of academic
calibre (Source: en.wikipedia.org)) open doors; McGill also has professional mentorship programs linking students with alumni in their field.

e Startup and Innovation Opportunities: Montreal encourages young entrepreneurs. Concordia’s District 3, McGill's Dobson Centre for Entrepreneurship,
and UdeM's entrepreneurship center at HEC all incubate startups. Many students from Polytechnique and McGill start tech companies (e.g. in Al, gaming,
biotech) right out of school, leveraging university tech-transfer support. The city’s relatively low cost makes it feasible for grads to experiment with
startups without needing a huge capital cushion.

In terms of faculty access, McGill's lower student-faculty ratio (16:1) (Source: leapscholar.com) suggests smaller classes or more faculty per student -
beneficial for mentorship and references. Concordia’s larger ratio (25:1) (Source: leapscholar.com) indicates bigger classes, but those often include team
projects and TA support. UdeM sits in between. For grad students specifically, ratios matter less as they work closely with supervisors. Montreal's universities
collectively host thousands of research labs, so graduate students have many options. Collaboration among universities (e.g. joint graduate programs like a
Tri-University PhD in Social Work between McGill, UdeM, UQAM (Source: topuniversities.com)) enriches opportunities.

Notable Employers and Alumni Networks: Montreal is home to industries like aerospace (Bombardier, CAE), gaming (Ubisoft, EA), Al labs (Google Brain,
Facebook Al), pharmaceuticals (Pfizer, Novartis have offices), and finance (National Bank, Desjardins). These employers regularly recruit from Montreal
universities. For example, Ubisoft has partnerships with Concordia and UQAM for game design talent, banks like RBC and Deloitte recruit heavily from McGill,
Concordia JMSB, and HEC; aerospace firms hire engineers from Polytechnique and Concordia’s engineering. The presence of four major universities means
Montreal retains many of its graduates — a benefit for local networking (alumni often stay nearby, strengthening alumni communities).

Each university's alumni association is active: McGill's is global (with chapters in major cities worldwide), Concordia’s is celebrating 50 years with a “Great
Concordians” campaign highlighting alumni achievers (Source: concordia.ca), UdeM'’s alumni network is huge and influential in Francophone circles (including
many political leaders, CEOs in Quebec), and UQAM's alumni are deeply embedded in Quebec's culture sector and public service.

Collaboration and Competition

While each university maintains its identity, there's a healthy mix of collaboration and friendly competition. Students in Montreal benefit from inter-
university arrangements:

¢ A Quebec inter-university agreement allows students to take courses at another Montreal university for credit if not offered at their home institution.
o Libraries are often shared: any student can use the national/regional library collections at UQAM'’s Grande Bibliotheque.
e Research consortia (like Calcul Québec for supercomputing, involving McGill, UdeM, Concordia, etc.) pool resources.

e On the competitive side, events like the Montréal Case Competition or Engineering Games pit teams from McGill, Concordia, Polytechnique, etc.
against each other — spurring excellence.

The bilingual nature of Montreal’s academia, with English and French institutions co-existing, is a unique strength. It produces graduates comfortable in both
languages and cultural contexts, a big plus in many professional fields (government, international business, NGOs).
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Practical Information for International Graduate Students

For international students (especially those at the professional or graduate level) considering Montreal's universities, there are important practical
considerations:

Visa and Immigration Requirements: Studying in Montreal (and anywhere in Quebec) involves a two-step immigration process:

1. CAQ - Québec Acceptance Certificate: International students must obtain a Certificat d’acceptation du Québec (CAQ) for studies from the Quebec
government (Source: hec.ca). This is essentially the province's approval for you to study in Quebec. The CAQ application is done online and requires an
admission letter, proof of funds, and a fee (approx. CA$120). Processing takes a few weeks, so students should apply as soon as they have an admission

offer.

2. Study Permit (Canada): With the CAQ in hand, students then apply for a Canadian federal study permit. The study permit allows one to legally study and
work part-time in Canada. It's issued by IRCC (Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada) and requires the CAQ, admission letter, biometrics, etc.
Once approved, the permit is typically valid for the program’s duration (with extra 90 days).

In summary, “Get your offer - apply for CAQ - apply for study permit”(Source: leapscholar.com). It's crucial not to delay these steps; universities often
have International Student Offices to guide newcomers through the CAQ/permit process. Additionally, some students will need a temporary resident visa (TRV)
or electronic travel authorization (€TA) to enter Canada, depending on nationality.

Work During/After Studies: With a study permit, international students in Montreal can work part-time off-campus (up to 20 hours/week) during academic
sessions and full-time in scheduled breaks. After graduation, many are eligible for the Post-Graduation Work Permit (PGWP), which can be up to 3 years,
allowing them to gain Canadian work experience. Quebec also has its own immigration pathway (PEQ — Programme de I'expérience québécoise) for graduates
who want to become permanent residents, making Montreal an attractive place for those looking to settle in Canada.

Language of Instruction: As discussed, the language will heavily depend on the institution:

« At McGill and Concordia, English is the primary language of instruction. International students from non-English backgrounds must usually provide
TOEFL/IELTS scores (e.g. TOEFL iBT ~90 or IELTS 6.5 for grad studies) to demonstrate proficiency. Both universities have writing centers and ESL support
if needed, but generally, courses assume fluency in English.

¢ At Université de Montréal and UQAM, French is the language of instruction. Students must typically show French proficiency - commonly via tests
like TFI (Test de frangais international) or TEF/DELF. UdeM'’s requirement might be a B2 level for undergrad; Polytechnique requires B2 for undergrad
admissions (Source: polymtl.ca). HEC Montréal and some UdeM grad programs accept students with English proficiency if the program is offered in
English; otherwise, French is required (HEC might require proof of French for its French programs and English for its English programs (Source: hec.ca)
(Source: hec.ca)).

¢ Many international students at UdeM/UQAM take French immersion classes either before starting or alongside their studies. UdeM'’s “Intensive French for
Université” program (PIFU) can bring students up to speed (Source: hec.ca). UQAM's Ecole de langues likewise has excellent French courses.

In daily life, Montreal is bilingual. One can live in Montreal speaking primarily English (especially in downtown, West Island areas), but learning French greatly
enhances the experience and employability. The universities encourage even anglophone students to pick up French — “you don’t need French, but learning
the basics helps; employers notice”(Source: |eapscholar.com)(Source: leapscholar.com). Conversely, francophone students at McGill/Concordia will find
plenty of opportunities to improve their English. Overall, studying in Montreal often leads to becoming functionally bilingual, a significant asset.

Housing: Each university offers on-campus residences, but space is limited relative to the student population. Many graduate/professional students, and
most upper-year undergrads, live off-campus in rented apartments. Popular student neighborhoods include:

* Milton-Parc (“McGill Ghetto") - adjacent to McGill's campus, lots of student apartments.

e Cote-des-Neiges — near UdeM, many affordable apartments and a multicultural community (students from UdeM, Poly, HEC live there).
¢ Plateau Mont-Royal - artsy neighborhood popular with UQAM and Concordia students, slightly farther but accessible by transit.

+ Downtown (Ville-Marie) — many condo rentals that Concordia and McGill students share; higher cost but walkable to campus.

* NDG (Notre-Dame-de-Grace) — around Concordia’s Loyola campus, quieter residential area, some choose to commute from there to downtown (20 min
by shuttle or metro).

* Hochelaga-Maisonneuve - more francophone area, some UQAM students live here for lower rents. The cost of living is a big advantage: Montreal's
rents can be half of Toronto's. A furnished room in a shared apartment might be ~CA$500-$700/month. A 2-bedroom apartment might be CA$1,200-
$1,600/month (splitting with a roommate). Many students can afford to live alone on a graduate stipend, something much harder to do in cities like New
York or Vancouver. Additionally, student discounts are abundant (transit, cultural events, etc.). Each university’s housing office assists newcomers in
finding off-campus housing, providing lists of trusted landlords or temporary accommodation upon arrival.
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Scholarships and Funding: Montreal universities and the government offer various funding options:
¢ University Scholarships:

o McGill - offers Entrance Scholarships for top entrants (up to $10k renewable for undergrad), and a wealth of internal fellowships for graduate
students (often tied to research grants). McGill's aid is partly need-based for international students (e.g. the “International Student Aid" bursaries).

o Concordia — has merit scholarships and the flagship Concordia Presidential Scholarship which is a full ride for exceptional international
undergraduates (Source: scholarshipregion.com). Concordia grad students often get funding via research/teaching assistantships or the Concordia

University Graduate Fellowships.

o UdeM - as noted, the UdeM Exemption Scholarship substantially reduces tuition for international students in both undergrad and graduate
programs (Source: linkedin.com) (e.g. PhD students often pay local tuition rates). UdeM also has Excellence Scholarships for international master's
and PhD students (often ~$5k to $20k).

o UQAM - offers some scholarships for international students (e.g. through the Fondation UQAM), and many UQAM grad students get funded by
faculty research grants. UQAM also participates in Quebec government scholarship programs aimed at Francophonie countries.

o HEC Montréal - provides scholarships specifically for MBA and MSc students (merit-based, since these programs charge higher fees) and has
partnerships with organizations like the Banque Scotia which funds some international students.

o Polytechnique - has a number of scholarships for engineering students and often supports grad students through professor grants. Poly also often
tops up international PhD students’ stipends to make studying in Montreal feasible.

* Government Scholarships:

o The Quebec Government offers sponsorships like Quebec Merit Scholarship for Foreign Students (PBEEE), which are competitive awards for PhD
and postdocs from certain countries.

o The Canadian Government has programs like the Vanier Canada Graduate Scholarships (for PhDs, $50k/year) and Canadian Commonwealth
Scholarships. Montreal universities typically do well in securing these for their students.

o For students from specific regions, there are bilateral scholarships - e.g. the France-Quebec accords (French students already benefit from paying
local fees), or programs for students from developing countries (through organizations like AUCC or CIDA).

« Working to Supplement Income: International students commonly work part-time. Montreal’s bilingual service industry welcomes student workers
(restaurants, cafes — knowledge of French is very useful here). On campus, many find jobs as research assistants, library aides, teaching assistants, etc.
The minimum wage in Quebec is around CA$15/hour, which helps cover living costs when working permissible hours.

Integration and Support: Each university runs orientation sessions tailored to international students, covering academic culture, administrative tasks (getting
a Social Insurance Number, opening bank accounts), and intercultural learning. Student associations often have sub-associations (e.g. Indian Students
Association, Chinese Students’ Society, Arab Student Network, etc.) which create a community feel. Montreal itself has large cultural communities (the city
has districts known as Chinatown, Little Italy, Parc-Extension with South Asian shops, etc.), so international students often find a "home away from home”
network. Importantly, Montrealers are used to newcomers - the city population includes many immigrants, so students generally report feeling welcomed.

Post-Graduation: Many international students choose to stay in Montreal after graduation, at least for a few years via the PGWP. Montreal's emerging
industries (tech, Al, creative) are in a growth phase, so they actively recruit talent from the universities. The Quebec government’s immigration initiatives like
the PEQ allow students who complete degrees in Quebec (and who attain intermediate French if their program was in English) to apply for a fast-tracked
selection certificate towards Canadian permanent residency. This is a major draw for those looking to start careers in North America.

City and Lifestyle Adjustments: One cannot mention Montreal without noting winter - it's cold and snowy, often below -10°C, with snow on the ground from
December to March. However, Montreal is extremely well adapted: the underground city, heated classrooms, efficient snow clearing, and lots of winter
activities (skating, festivals like Igloofest outdoor rave) help students embrace winter rather than just endure it. As an international student, investing in a good
winter coat and boots is essential. The upside is that student life doesn’t stop in winter — campuses remain busy, and many find the snowy city charming.
Summers, by contrast, are warm and filled with events, so many students stay over the summer to do research or take short-term jobs and enjoy the city.

Conclusion: Montreal's top universities each offer high-quality education and research opportunities, with distinct language and cultural environments.
For a professional audience (educators, researchers, or prospective grad students), Montreal presents opportunities for collaboration in a bilingual,
innovative setting. Whether one is drawn to McGill's global prestige, UdeM'’s vast research network, Concordia's experiential approach, UQAM's creative
social innovation, or the specialized excellence of HEC and Polytechnique — Montreal has a place that combines academic excellence with an enviable quality
of life. The city's collaborative spirit and the interplay of English and French intellectual traditions make it a truly unique destination on the world's academic
map.

Sources:
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e QS World University Rankings 2026 — McGill #27, UdeM (with Poly/HEC) #168, Concordia #465 (Source: topuniversities.com)(Source: hec.ca) (Source:
topuniversities.com).

e Wikipedia profiles of McGill, UdeM, Concordia, UQAM for history, alumni, and statistics (Source: en.wikipedia.org)(Source: en.wikipedia.org) (Source:
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o Official “In Figures” and "About” pages (UdeM, UQAM) for detailed stats on enroliment, research, alumni (Source: umontreal.ca)(Source: umontreal.ca)
(Source: ugam.ca).

e Times Higher Education “Best universities in Montreal” overview (2021) (Source: timeshighereducation.com)(Source: timeshighereducation.com).

e HEC Montréal news releases on rankings and accreditation (Source: hec.ca)(Source: hec.ca).

¢ Quebec government and university guides on international student visas (CAQ, study permit) (Source: leapscholar.com)(Source: hec.ca).

e Leapscholar study abroad guide (2025) for comparative metrics (acceptance rates, faculty ratio, etc.) (Source: leapscholar.com)(Source:
leapscholar.com) (Source: leapscholar.com)(Source: leapscholar.com).

e Montreal International and CIC News articles for city and student life rankings (Source: montrealinternational.com)(Source: cicnews.com).

e University websites (McGill, Concordia, UdeM, UQAM) for program offerings, co-op details, language requirements (Source: en.wikipedia.org)(Source:

hec.ca) (Source: polymtl.ca).
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About 2727 Coworking

2727 Coworking is a vibrant and thoughtfully designed workspace ideally situated along the picturesque Lachine Canal in Montreal's trendy Griffintown neighborhood. Just
steps away from the renowned Atwater Market, members can enjoy scenic canal views and relaxing green-space walks during their breaks.

Accessibility is excellent, boasting an impressive 88 Walk Score, 83 Transit Score, and a perfect 96 Bike Score, making it a "Biker's Paradise". The location is further
enhanced by being just 100 meters from the Charlevoix metro station, ensuring a quick, convenient, and weather-proof commute for members and their clients.

The workspace is designed with flexibility and productivity in mind, offering 24/7 secure access—perfect for global teams and night owls. Connectivity is top-tier, with
gigabit fibre internet providing fast, low-latency connections ideal for developers, streamers, and virtual meetings. Members can choose from a versatile workspace menu
tailored to various budgets, ranging from hot-desks at $300 to dedicated desks at $450 and private offices accommodating 1-10 people priced from $600 to $3,000+. Day
passes are competitively priced at $40.

2727 Coworking goes beyond standard offerings by including access to a fully-equipped, 9-seat conference room at no additional charge. Privacy needs are met with
dedicated phone booths, while ergonomically designed offices featuring floor-to-ceiling windows, natural wood accents, and abundant greenery foster wellness and
productivity.

Amenities abound, including a fully-stocked kitchen with unlimited specialty coffee, tea, and filtered water. Cyclists, runners, and fitness enthusiasts benefit from on-site
showers and bike racks, encouraging an eco-conscious commute and active lifestyle. The pet-friendly policy warmly welcomes furry companions, adding to the inclusive
and vibrant community atmosphere.

Members enjoy additional perks like outdoor terraces and easy access to canal parks, ideal for mindfulness breaks or casual meetings. Dedicated lockers, mailbox services,
comprehensive printing and scanning facilities, and a variety of office supplies and AV gear ensure convenience and efficiency. Safety and security are prioritized through
barrier-free access, CCTV surveillance, alarm systems, regular disinfection protocols, and after-hours security.

The workspace boasts exceptional customer satisfaction, reflected in its stellar ratings—5.0/5 on Coworker, 4.9/5 on Google, and 4.7/5 on LiquidSpace—alongside glowing
testimonials praising its calm environment, immaculate cleanliness, ergonomic furniture, and attentive staff. The bilingual environment further complements Montreal's
cosmopolitan business landscape.

Networking is organically encouraged through an open-concept design, regular community events, and informal networking opportunities in shared spaces and a sun-
drenched lounge area facing the canal. Additionally, the building hosts a retail café and provides convenient proximity to gourmet eats at Atwater Market and recreational
activities such as kayaking along the stunning canal boardwalk.

Flexible month-to-month terms and transparent online booking streamline scalability for growing startups, with suites available for up to 12 desks to accommodate future
expansion effortlessly. Recognized as one of Montreal's top coworking spaces, 2727 Coworking enjoys broad visibility across major platforms including Coworker,
LiquidSpace, CoworkingCafe, and Office Hub, underscoring its credibility and popularity in the market.
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Academic Profiles of Montreal's Major Universities

Overall, 2727 Coworking combines convenience, luxury, productivity, community, and flexibility, creating an ideal workspace tailored to modern professionals and innovative
teams.

DISCLAIMER

This document is provided for informational purposes only. No representations or warranties are made regarding the accuracy, completeness, or reliability of its contents. Any use of this
information is at your own risk. 2727 Coworking shall not be liable for any damages arising from the use of this document. This content may include material generated with assistance from
artificial intelligence tools, which may contain errors or inaccuracies. Readers should verify critical information independently. All product names, trademarks, and registered trademarks
mentioned are property of their respective owners and are used for identification purposes only. Use of these names does not imply endorsement. This document does not constitute
professional or legal advice. For specific guidance related to your needs, please consult qualified professionals.
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