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The Lachine Canal: Construction and Historical
Significance

Historical Background and Early Plans

The Lachine Canal was conceived to solve a critical transportation bottleneck in colonial Canada. The St.
Lawrence River’s Lachine Rapids, just upstream of Montreal, blocked ships from traveling further inland,
forcing goods to be unloaded and portaged around the rapids (Source: en.wikipedia.org). As early as the

17th century, colonial authorities recognized the need to bypass these rapids. In 1689, Frangois Dollier
de Casson of the Sulpician Order initiated the first attempt to dig a canal at Lachine, aiming to bring
water to nearby grain mills and open a route westward (Source: en.wikipedia.org)(Source:

legacy.csce.ca). This early French project was abandoned by 1700, after an Iroquois attack and a lack of
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resources stalled construction (Source: en.wikipedia.org)(Source: legacy.csce.ca). For over a century, the
idea of a canal remained dormant due to ongoing conflicts and limited capital, but the vision of a “China”

(lachine) route to the interior persisted in the name and imagination (Source: en.wikipedia.org)(Source:

en.wikipedia.org).

By the early 19th century, geopolitical and economic changes revived the canal project. After the War of
1812, British authorities and local merchants in Montreal grew increasingly concerned with securing
transportation routes not vulnerable to American interference (Source: en.wikipedia.org). At the same

time, the United States was constructing the Erie Canal (completed in 1825), threatening to divert Great
Lakes trade south to New York (Source: parks.canada.ca)(Source: parks.canada.ca). Montreal's business

community feared losing commerce to this rival route, as well as to the growing agricultural settlements in
Upper Canada. In response, a group of prominent Montreal merchants formed the Company of the
Proprietors of the Lachine Canal to finance and build a canal that would bypass the Lachine Rapids and
capture the western trade for Montreal (Source: parks.canada.ca)(Source: parks.canada.ca). Leading the

charge was John Richardson, a wealthy merchant and co-founder of the Bank of Montreal, along with
other figures such as John Redpath, a young Scottish immigrant entrepreneur, and contractors Thomas
McKay, Abner Bagg, and others (Source: en.wikipedia.org). Backed by this consortium and with

government support, plans for the Lachine Canal finally moved from aspiration to reality in the 1820s.

Construction of the Canal (1821-1825)

Construction on the Lachine Canal officially began on July 17, 1821, a date marked by John Richardson
turning the first sod (Source: parks.canada.ca). The project’s chief engineer was Thomas Burnett, with

John Richardson acting in a management role, and contractors like John Redpath overseeing work
gangs (Source: en.wikipedia.org). The task was monumental for its time: workers had to excavate a

channel roughly 14 km long from the old port of Montreal to Lake Saint-Louis (part of the St. Lawrence),
carving through earth and rock by hand (Source: parks.canada.ca)(Source: parks.canada.ca). Most of the

labor force—about 800 to 1000 men—were Irish immigrants, recently arrived and desperate for work
(Source: parks.canada.ca)(Source: parks.canada.ca). They toiled from dawn till dusk six days a week,

armed with pickaxes, shovels, wheelbarrows and black powder for blasting, undertaking feats of civil
engineering with only rudimentary tools (Source: parks.canada.ca). Approximately one-third of the

canal's route cut through solid rock, which had to be split and removed by hand in an era before modern
machinery (Source: parks.canada.ca)(Source: parks.canada.ca). Despite frequent accidents, disease

outbreaks, and harsh working conditions typical of early canal projects, the dig progressed steadily.

Under Burnett's supervision, the original canal was completed by 1824 and officially opened for
navigation in 1825 (Source: legacy.csce.ca). The finished waterway featured seven masonry locks, each
roughly 30 m long, 6 m wide and 1.5 m deep, to accommodate the modest draft of steamships and
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bateaux of the era (Source: legacy.csce.ca). These locks stepped vessels around a 14-meter total rise in
elevation from Montreal's harbor up to the level of Lake Saint-Louis. The canal also included auxiliary
structures like wooden sluice gates, spillways, and a feeder tunnel to supply water. When the Lachine
Canal opened in 1825 it immediately fulfilled its promise of improving transportation: freight and
passengers could now travel by boat past Montreal, avoiding the previously impassable rapids (Source:
en.wikipedia.org). This dramatically reduced the cost and time of moving goods between Montreal and

the Great Lakes region. Montreal quickly became the main transshipment port for Upper Canada - an
advantage that helped it eclipse Quebec City as the primary port of entry into Canada'’s interior (Source:
en.wikipedia.org). Within the first 15 years, traffic on the canal boomed: the number of vessels using it
increased sevenfold, and passenger traffic fivefold, between the mid-1820s and 1840 (Source:
parks.canada.ca). The success of the canal in these early years validated the vision of its founders and

positioned Montreal as a growing commercial hub on the St. Lawrence.

Early Expansion and Industrial Beginnings (1825-1850)

Historic view of Lachine Canal around 1910, with grain elevators and industrial buildings lining its banks.
The canal’s creation turned Montreal into a major inland port and attracted factories to the waterfront

(Source: legacy.csce.ca). The rapid growth in canal traffic soon revealed the limitations of the original,
small locks and shallow channel. By the 1840s, larger steamships were plying the St. Lawrence, and the
Lachine Canal’s capacity had become a choke point. Montreal's harbor commissioners, led by figures like
John Young, agitated for improvements to accommodate bigger vessels (Source: en.wikipedia.org).

Political changes also facilitated action: the 1840 union of Upper and Lower Canada brought canal
projects under a unified administration, and the British government launched an ambitious program of

canal enlargement to bolster Canadian trade (Source: parks.canada.ca). Between 1843 and 1848, the
Lachine Canal underwent its first major enlargement under engineer Alfred Barrett(Source:
en.wikipedia.org). Workers deepened the canal and widened it, and the original seven locks were
replaced by five new locks, each 61 m (200 ft) long, 13.5 m (44 ft) wide, and 2.7 m (9 ft) deep -
roughly doubling the canal’s previous lock dimensions (Source: en.wikipedia.org). This expansion allowed

the canal to handle heavier and longer vessels, greatly increasing its throughput capacity.

The 1840s enlargement had an unintended but transformative side effect: it enabled the canal to
generate hydraulic power for industry. By installing control weirs and industrial sluices, engineers
harnessed water flowing through the canal to drive waterwheels and turbines at adjacent factories
(Source: en.wikipedia.org). Almost immediately after the canal's widening in 1848, entrepreneurs took

advantage of this new, cheap power source. Factories sprouted along the canal’s banks, especially near
the locks and basins where drop in water level was greatest and power could be tapped (Source:
parks.canada.ca)(Source: parks.canada.ca). Within a few vyears, about thirty new industrial

establishments were operating, from flour mills and metal foundries to breweries and tanneries, jump-
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starting Montreal's manufacturing sector (Source: parks.canada.ca)(Source: parks.canada.ca). This

period marked Montreal’s first industrial boom, as local investors like John Redpath (who founded the
Canada Sugar Refinery in 1854) built mills and plants beside the canal (Source: parks.canada.ca). The

availability of waterpower and improved transportation together turned the Lachine Canal corridor into
the cradle of Canadian industry in the mid-19th century (Source: parks.canada.ca). By the 1850s, three

large flour mills around the canal's Basin No. 2 were grinding out 65% of all the flour produced in Eastern
Canada, and a cluster of nail factories nearby produced over 80% of the nails in the Canadian market
(Source: parks.canada.ca). The canal's influence thus quickly extended beyond navigation — it became an

industrial engine drawing population and investment to Montreal.

Second Expansion and Peak Industrial Era (1870s-1920s)

In the latter half of the 19th century, the Lachine Canal was expanded again to meet the demands of a
growing nation and industrializing economy. After Canadian Confederation in 1867, the federal
government adopted a “National Policy” that prioritized east-west trade within Canada and the
development of the West. Efficient transportation infrastructure was key to this strategy (Source:
parks.canada.ca). By the 1870s, with wheat harvests from the prairies and heavy machinery from Ontario

increasing, even the enlarged canal was nearing capacity. In 1872, a government inquiry recommended a
second enlargement of the St. Lawrence canal system to handle continental commerce (Source:
parks.canada.ca). Work on the second expansion of the Lachine Canal began in 1873 and continued

into the early 1880s (Source: parks.canada.ca). Upon completion in 1885, the canal's locks were

lengthened to 82 m (269 ft) and deepened to about 4.3 m (14 ft), with electromechanical gate
mechanisms added a few years later to improve throughput (Source: legacy.csce.ca)(Source:

parks.canada.ca). This expansion synchronized with improvements to other navigation channels (like the
new Soulanges Canal west of Montreal), creating a continuous deep-draft waterway from the Great
Lakes to Montreal. By the 1890s, oceangoing ships could travel the 2,100 km from the Atlantic Ocean up
to Lake Superior, overcoming a total elevation change of 164 m via a network of locks (Source:
parks.canada.ca). Montreal had solidified its role as the gateway port linking the interior of North

America with global trade routes (Source: parks.canada.ca).

The enlarged canal of the late 19th century coincided with Montreal’s peak industrial growth. No longer
limited to light water-powered industry, the canal zone attracted heavier manufacturing and massive
factories. The period from about 1880 to 1930 was the canal’s zenith as an industrial corridor (Source:
parks.canada.ca)(Source: parks.canada.ca). Initially, industries clustered at hydraulic power sites near the

canal's eastern end, but after 1880 they spread along the entire waterway, including its western stretches
in the then-municipalities of Saint-Pierre and LaSalle (Source: parks.canada.ca). New sectors took root:

giant textile mills were established in the 1880s, followed by chemicals, petrochemicals, and large iron

and steel works by the early 20th century (Source: parks.canada.ca)(Source: parks.canada.ca). Ogilvie
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Flour Mills, which built its huge plant by the canal, eventually grew to become the largest flour-milling
operation in the British Empire and, for a time, the largest flour mill in the world (Source:
parks.canada.ca). In the steel sector, the Montreal Rolling Mills (founded 1868 next to the canal)

gradually absorbed local competitors and in 1911 merged into Stelco (Steel Company of Canada) -
marking Montreal's prominence in steel production (Source: parks.canada.ca). Numerous other landmark
firms operated on the canal's banks: the Dominion Bridge Company fabricated structural steel and

shipped it via the canal to build major bridges (including Montreal’s Jacques Cartier Bridge) (Source:
legacy.csce.ca); Augustin Cantin's shipyard turned out steamboats in the Saint-Gabriel sector; and the
Redpath Sugar Refinery processed Caribbean raw sugar into hundreds of barrels of refined sugar daily
(Source: parks.canada.ca). All told, over the course of the canal’s first century, more than 600 industries

established themselves along this waterway, representing virtually every manufacturing sector (Source:
parks.canada.ca). The interdependence among these businesses formed a self-sustaining industrial

ecosystem: for example, steel mills supplied machine parts to other factories, which in turn built
equipment for the railroads and ships that served the canal (Source: parks.canada.ca). This industrial

dynamism propelled Montreal’s growth from a mid-19th-century town into Canada’s largest city by the
early 20th century. The population of Montreal quadrupled between 1850 and 1900, fueled by an influx of
workers for canal-side factories (Source: en.wikipedia.org). Entire working-class neighborhoods -
Griffintown, Pointe-Saint-Charles, Saint-Henri, among others — grew up adjacent to the canal,
housing thousands of Irish, French-Canadian, and other laborers who made their livelihoods in the mills
and yards along the water (Source: en.wikipedia.org)(Source: parks.canada.ca). The Lachine Canal by
1900 was not only a piece of infrastructure but the backbone of Montreal's economy and a catalyst for its

urbanization and multicultural working-class society.

Influence on Trade, Industry and Montreal's Growth

The Lachine Canal's impact on 19th- and early 20th-century Montreal was profound, reshaping the city's
economic destiny. Strategically, the canal gave Montreal a competitive edge in continental trade. By
allowing ships to bypass the Lachine Rapids, Montreal became the effective head of navigation for
ocean-going vessels up the St. Lawrence. This drew bulk trade away from rival ports: for instance, much
of the grain and timber from Upper Canada that once might have gone to Quebec City or via American
routes was funneled through Montreal after 1825 (Source: en.wikipedia.org). The canal thus helped

establish Montreal as Canada'’s primary port and commercial capital in the 19th century. It also integrated
Montreal into the broader Great Lakes economy - the city served as the transit point for goods flowing
between Europe, Atlantic Canada, and the American Midwest, earning it the nickname “port of the
prairies.”
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Industrially, the canal was the engine of Montreal's industrial revolution. It provided the two key
ingredients for manufacturing success: reliable transportation and abundant energy (waterpower, later
supplemented by coal delivered via canal and rail) (Source: en.wikipedia.org)(Source: en.wikipedia.org).

Factories lining the canal produced an astonishing array of goods: iron and steel products, locomotives,
ship engines, textiles, flour, sugar, beer, leather, and hardware, to name a few. By the late 19th century,
the Lachine Canal industrial district was the largest in Canada, both in number of firms and in output
diversity (Source: en.wikipedia.org). At its height, the canal-side factories employed over 20% of

Montreal's entire workforce, forming the country’'s manufacturing heartland (Source: en.wikipedia.org).

Companies in this corridor achieved economies of scale and national dominance - for example, the
conglomeration of metalworks that formed Stelco made Montreal a center of iron and steel production
(Source: parks.canada.ca), and Ogilvie's giant mill by the canal fed consumers across Canada. The canal

also spurred ancillary development: grain elevators rose alongside it to store western grain, rail yards and
warehouses proliferated to handle freight, and banks and insurance firms (including the Bank of Montreal,
co-founded by Richardson) financed the booming trade (Source: parks.canada.ca)(Source:

parks.canada.ca). Montreal's rise as Canada's leading metropolis in the Victorian era can be directly

attributed to this industrial and commercial growth along the Lachine Canal. The canal corridor’s success
even had wider regional implications — it shifted the balance of economic power in Canada, contributing
to the decline of the Maritime provinces' shipping economy as commerce funneled through Montreal's
inland port (Source: en.wikipedia.org)(Source: en.wikipedia.org).

Socially and urbanistically, the canal’s influence was equally significant. The need to house the massive
industrial workforce led to the rapid urbanization of southwest Montreal. Working-class districts sprang
up, characterized by rows of modest brick duplexes and terrace houses in neighborhoods adjacent to the
canal. These communities, such as Pointe-Saint-Charles (near the canal’s terminus), Griffintown and
Saint-Henri (near its central and upper sections), became vibrant enclaves of predominantly immigrant
laborers — notably Irish, but also French Canadians and others (Source: en.wikipedia.org)(Source:
parks.canada.ca). They contributed greatly to Montreal’s cultural mosaic and labor history (the area saw

some of Canada's earliest industrial labor strikes, including an 1843 strike of Irish canal workers
demanding better pay) (Source: erudit.org). The presence of the canal also influenced Montreal’s urban
form: it created a physical barrier and boundary to neighborhoods, necessitated new bridges and
transport links, and oriented the city’s expansion westward along its banks. In short, the Lachine Canal
was not merely a waterway; it was the driving force behind Montreal's 19th-century transformation into
an industrial city and a pivotal link in Canadian trade networks. Its legacy is written in Montreal's skyline of
silos and smokestacks, in the prosperity of the city during that era, and in the very makeup of Montreal's
diverse population whose ancestors toiled along the canal.

Page 6 of 13


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lachine_Canal#:~:text=The%20top%20three%20manufacturing%20industries,11%20%5D%3A%2011
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lachine_Canal#:~:text=As%20wood%20was%20on%20the,11%20%5D%3A%2013
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lachine_Canal#:~:text=At%20its%20zenith%20from%201880,24
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lachine_Canal#:~:text=At%20its%20zenith%20from%201880,24
https://parks.canada.ca/lhn-nhs/qc/canallachine/culture/histoire-history/industrialisation#:~:text=Over%20the%20decades%2C%20impressive%20businesses,1911%2C%20commonly%20known%20as%20Stelco
https://parks.canada.ca/lhn-nhs/qc/canallachine/culture/histoire-history/industrialisation#:~:text=multitude%20of%20businesses%20associated%20with,it%20into%20a%20transportation%20hub
https://parks.canada.ca/lhn-nhs/qc/canallachine/culture/histoire-history/industrialisation#:~:text=industrial%20centre,it%20into%20a%20transportation%20hub
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lachine_Canal#:~:text=introduced%20to%20the%20industries%20on,14
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lachine_Canal#:~:text=However%2C%20while%20the%20Lachine%20Canal,3%20metres%20%2814%C2%A0ft
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lachine_Canal#:~:text=The%20impact%20of%20the%20Lachine,17
https://parks.canada.ca/lhn-nhs/qc/canallachine/culture/histoire-history/commercial#:~:text=The%20Irish%20at%20the%20heart,the%20construction%20the%20Lachine%20Canal
https://www.erudit.org/en/journals/uhr/2010-v38-n2-uhr3707/039673ar.pdf#:~:text=Spectacle%2C%20Authority%2C%20and%20Citizenship%20during,near%20Montreal%20struck%20for%20higher
https://2727coworking.com/?utm_source=pdf
https://2727coworking.com/articles/lachine-canal-history-construction

Lachine Canal: Canadian Waterway Engineering History

Decline of the Canal’'s Industrial Role and Closure

By the mid-20th century, the very success of the Lachine Canal had set the stage for its obsolescence.
The scale of global shipping and industry had outgrown the canal’s finite dimensions and urban location.
After World War I, ships continued to increase in size far beyond what the canal’s locks (even after two

enlargements) could accommodate (Source: parks.canada.ca). The canal, hemmed in by dense urban
development, could not be expanded a third time(Source: parks.canada.ca). Moreover, new

transportation technologies and routes emerged. Railroads had long since taken over much freight traffic,
and improved highways and trucking in the mid-1900s offered point-to-point transport without the
constraints of locks and canals (Source: en.wikipedia.org). Most decisively, the opening of the St.
Lawrence Seaway in 1959 provided a direct deep-water route for ships bypassing Montreal's shallow
canals entirely (Source: en.wikipedia.org). The Seaway’'s new locks on the South Shore of the St.

Lawrence could handle ocean-going vessels, rendering the 14 km Lachine Canal redundant for
commercial navigation. Freight that once had to detour through the canal now sailed straight past
Montreal. As a result, shipping on the Lachine Canal plummeted in the 1960s.

Industry alongside the canal likewise entered a steep decline in the post-war era. Some heavy industries,
like steel and shipbuilding, migrated to more modern facilities or to waterfront sites on the Seaway.
Others simply shut down as the economy shifted. The canal's famous corridor of factories gradually fell
silent. The Lachine Canal officially closed to commercial navigation in 1970, after 145 years in service
(Source: parks.canada.ca)(Source: en.wikipedia.org). Already in the 1960s, sections of the canal had

been filled in or cut off — notably the lower portion near the old port was infilled between 1965 and 1967,
severing the canal’s original connection to downtown Montreal (Source: en.wikipedia.org). The closure

was a symbolic and practical blow to the adjoining neighborhoods of southwest Montreal. These districts
had been built on the canal’s industries, and as factories closed or relocated, unemployment and urban
blight set in. Many industrial buildings were abandoned; some were demolished and left as vacant
brownfields (Source: en.wikipedia.org). By the 1980s, the once-bustling “Machinery Hall" of Canada had

become a rusting landscape of silent warehouses, polluted waters, and declining inner-city communities.
One contemporary account referred to the shuttered canal as “a national heritage site languishing in toxic
soup,” alluding to the heavily contaminated sediments and factory sites along its course (Source:
link.springer.com). Indeed, generations of unregulated industrial waste had left the canal's water and

banks badly polluted — a major challenge that would have to be addressed in any future reuse plan.

Yet even in its nadir, the historical significance of the Lachine Canal was formally acknowledged. As early
as 1929, the Lachine Canal had been designated a National Historic Site of Canada, recognizing its
importance to the country's heritage (Source: pc.gc.ca). In 1996, the Historic Sites and Monuments Board
went further, declaring the entire canal corridor the “Lachine Canal Manufacturing Complex” National
Historic Site to honor its pivotal role in Canada’s industrialization (Source: en.wikipedia.org). Such
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designations reflected a growing sentiment that the canal, though no longer economically vital, was an
invaluable cultural asset worth preserving. This set the stage for concerted efforts to rehabilitate and
reinvent the Lachine Canal in the late 20th century.

Restoration and Transformation into a Recreational Waterway

After its closure, the Lachine Canal spent several decades in limbo, but a revival plan slowly took shape
through the 1970s-1990s. In 1978, Parks Canada was entrusted with the management of the Lachine
Canal National Historic Site, a clear sign that the government saw potential in preserving and repurposing
the canal (Source: pc.gc.ca). However, simply reopening the canal was not straightforward. Extensive
environmental remediation was necessary: studies revealed that over a century of industrial activity had
left toxic sediments (containing heavy metals, oils, and chemicals) lining the canal bed (Source:
link.springer.com). Adjacent lands such as former gasworks, coal yards, and factories were also

contaminated. Throughout the 1990s, a joint federal-provincial environmental review examined how to
decontaminate the canal safely. This led to a major cleanup project involving sediment dredging, removal
of polluted soils, and construction of containment facilities for hazardous materials (Source:
publications.gc.ca)(Source: publications.gc.ca). In tandem, engineers restored the canal's crumbling

stone walls, rehabilitated the old locks and bridges, and even removed certain roadbed obstructions that
had been built across the disused canal. The goal was not only environmental restoration but also to
“revitalize the site while preserving its unique heritage,” as a 1997 project mandate stated (Source:

pc.gc.ca).

Finally, after decades of dormancy, the Lachine Canal was reopened in May 2002 for recreational
navigation(Source: pc.gc.ca)(Source: en.wikipedia.org). For the first time since 1970, water flowed

through all the locks and pleasure boats could travel the canal’s length. The modern canal now operates
from spring to fall as an urban parkway for kayaks, canoes, and small tour boats, with five operating
locks (the same lock chambers from the 19th-century enlargements, restored for reuse) (Source:
en.wikipedia.org). Navigation is limited to craft under about 2 m draft and low air-draft (due to bridge
clearances), effectively restricting it to leisure vessels (Source: en.wikipedia.org). While it no longer

carries freighters, the canal's rebirth as a historic waterway park has been a resounding success. The
towpaths and service roads along the canal were converted into a continuous bike and pedestrian path,
which quickly became one of Montreal's most cherished outdoor amenities. In 2009, Time magazine
ranked the Lachine Canal path among the world’s top urban cycling routes (Source: en.wikipedia.org).

Thousands of residents and tourists now use the canal daily for jogging, biking, picnicking, and even ice
skating in winter when sections of the water freeze.

Page 8 of 13


https://www.pc.gc.ca/lhn-nhs/qc/canallachine/info/blogue-blog/200ans-souvenirs-200years-memories#:~:text=1970%3A%20The%20canal%20was%20closed,to%20navigation
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1023/A:1004989708355#:~:text=the%20Lachine%20Canal%20Sediments%20Case%2C,and%20Bay%20have%20become%20contaminated
https://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2017/acee-ceaa/En105-54-1996-eng.pdf#:~:text=match%20at%20L1307%20,decontamination%20of%20the%20canal%20waterway
https://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2017/acee-ceaa/En105-54-1996-eng.pdf#:~:text=,decontamination%20of%20the%20canal%20waterway
https://www.pc.gc.ca/lhn-nhs/qc/canallachine/info/blogue-blog/200ans-souvenirs-200years-memories#:~:text=1997%3A%20Major%20restoration%20work%20began,while%20preserving%20its%20unique%20heritage
https://www.pc.gc.ca/lhn-nhs/qc/canallachine/info/blogue-blog/200ans-souvenirs-200years-memories#:~:text=unique%20heritage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lachine_Canal#:~:text=The%20Lachine%20Canal%20became%20obsolete,Canal%20system%20ended%20in%201970
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lachine_Canal#:~:text=The%20Lachine%20Canal%20became%20obsolete,Canal%20system%20ended%20in%201970
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lachine_Canal#:~:text=The%20Lachine%20Canal%20became%20obsolete,Canal%20system%20ended%20in%201970
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lachine_Canal#:~:text=The%20Lachine%20Canal%20became%20obsolete,Canal%20system%20ended%20in%201970
https://2727coworking.com/?utm_source=pdf
https://2727coworking.com/articles/lachine-canal-history-construction

Lachine Canal: Canadian Waterway Engineering History

Equally transformative has been the urban redevelopment along the canal’'s banks. With the waterway
cleaned up and accessible, the derelict industrial lots became opportunities for new uses. The 1990s and
2000s saw a wave of adaptive reuse projects in the corridor, blending heritage conservation with real
estate development (Source: en.wikipedia.org). Stately 19th-century red-brick factories and warehouses

have been converted into condominiums, offices, and art spaces — often retaining their historic facades
and machinery as architectural features. For example, the sprawling Dominion Textiles mill and the
Simmons Bedding Company factory were redeveloped into loft-style residential complexes, sparking
the revitalization of the Saint-Henri district (Source: en.wikipedia.org). The old Redpath Sugar Refinery

building, which sat abandoned after the refinery closed in 1980, has likewise been partially transformed
into upscale lofts, preserving a link to the canal’s industrial past (Source: en.wikipedia.org). Public spaces

have been created where factories once stood: Atwater Market, an Art Deco building near the canal
(originally built in 1933 as a city market on a former lumber yard), was rejuvenated and today bustles with
food vendors and shoppers, anchoring a lively community hub (Source: en.wikipedia.org). These
developments have dramatically improved the landscape — what was once a blighted industrial belt is
now a mix of green parks, promenades, and trendy neighborhoods. Property values in canal-adjacent
areas have risen, and young families and professionals have moved in, reversing decades of decline
(Source: en.wikipedia.org). At the same time, planners have aimed to balance growth with heritage: many
historic structures (locks, bridges, stone warehouses) are protected, and new constructions are
regulated to maintain sightlines and the character of the canal. The result is often cited as a model of
urban brownfield revitalization, showing how a former industrial infrastructure can be repurposed for
cultural and recreational use while spurring economic development (Source: en.wikipedia.org)(Source:

parks.canada.ca).

Cultural and Environmental Legacy Today

The Lachine Canal today, transformed into a recreational waterway. Old industrial buildings have been
restored as residential lofts and public spaces, and a popular bike path lines the canal, with downtown
Montreal visible in the distance. Two centuries after it was first built, the Lachine Canal stands as both a
living historical monument and a vital urban green space. In 2025, the canal celebrates its 200th
anniversary (Source: pc.gc.ca)(Source: pc.gc.ca) — a milestone that underscores its enduring significance
to Montreal and Canada. Parks Canada, which administers the site, actively commemorates the canal’s
heritage through museums, interpretive panels, and events. A small museum at the western end (near old
Lachine) focuses on the fur trade era, reminding visitors that the canal area was a nexus of Indigenous
and European trade even before the canal was built (Source: en.wikipedia.org). Along the canal, one finds

preserved 19th-century lockmaster houses, remnants of early swing bridges, and even abandoned grain
silos and railway trestles, all carefully integrated into the historic park setting. These artifacts provide
tangible insight into the era of canal-building and the subsequent industrial revolution it triggered. In
1996, as mentioned, the canal’s industrial corridor received a National Historic Site designation of its own,
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ensuring federal protection of its character (Source: en.wikipedia.org). Montrealers now recognize names
like Griffintown and Pointe-Saint-Charles not just as neighborhoods, but as important heritage

landscapes shaped by the canal and the workers who labored there. The Lachine Canal has thus become
a focal point for public memory — an open-air museum of Montreal's industrial past and an emblem of the
city's resilience and reinvention.

Environmentally, the restoration of the canal has had positive impacts as well. The comprehensive
decontamination project carried out in the late 20th century removed or isolated much of the toxic
legacy from the canal's industrial period (Source: publications.gc.ca)(Source: publications.gc.ca). Water

quality in the canal has improved markedly; aquatic plants and fish have gradually returned to sections of
the canal, and birds and small urban wildlife are frequently seen along the banks. The canal now serves
as a 14-km blue-green corridor through the heart of Montreal, contributing to urban biodiversity and
offering residents access to waterways for activities like kayaking and fishing (on a catch-and-release
basis) in an otherwise densely built city. Parks Canada’s ongoing stewardship includes monitoring for any
residual pollution and organizing community clean-up events to keep the canal clean (Source:

parks.canada.ca). In essence, an area that was once dubbed an environmental “toxic soup” (Source:
link.springer.com) has been transformed into a safe and inviting habitat, illustrating the potential for

ecological rehabilitation of industrial sites.

Culturally, the Lachine Canal’s rebirth has also spurred a broader appreciation for industrial heritage in
Canada. The canal's story — from ambitious 1820s engineering feat to industrial powerhouse to
abandonment and renewal — has been the subject of scholarly studies, novels, documentary films, and
art installations. For instance, a 2023 documentary For It Shall Rule retraced the canal's evolution and its
relationship to modernity (Source: pc.gc.ca)(Source: pc.gc.ca). Public art projects for the canal's 200th
anniversary are incorporating historical machinery (such as the old LaSalle Coke Crane, a towering relic
from 1916) as installations that celebrate the working-class history of the site (Source: pc.gc.ca)(Source:
pc.gc.ca). The canal has thus become a canvas for creative expression about Montreal’s past and future.
It also remains a place of community gathering — each year, hundreds of thousands of people cycle or
stroll its paths, and seasonal festivals and events animate the banks. In the words of Parks Canada, the
aim is to "enhance this heritage site" and "bring this magnificent historic site to life” for new generations
(Source: pc.gc.ca).

In conclusion, the Lachine Canal is a cornerstone of Montreal's historical geography and a microcosm of
Canada’'s journey from colony to industrial nation to post-industrial society. Built to bypass a natural
obstacle, it ended up sculpting the city’s economic and social landscape for over a century. The canal
enabled Montreal to flourish as a 19th-century trade hub and industrial center, then endured mid-20th-
century decline as technology and trade patterns changed. Today, thanks to restoration and adaptive
reuse, the Lachine Canal has found a new role as a heritage-rich recreational park, even as it
preserves the echoes of Canada's industrial revolution. It stands as an example of how infrastructure can

Page 10 of 13


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lachine_Canal#:~:text=At%20its%20zenith%20from%201880,24
https://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2017/acee-ceaa/En105-54-1996-eng.pdf#:~:text=match%20at%20L1307%20,decontamination%20of%20the%20canal%20waterway
https://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2017/acee-ceaa/En105-54-1996-eng.pdf#:~:text=,decontamination%20of%20the%20canal%20waterway
https://parks.canada.ca/lhn-nhs/qc/canallachine/info/blogue-blog/nettoyage-cleanup#:~:text=Site%20parks,cleanup%20kit%20during%20your%20visit
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1023/A:1004989708355#:~:text=the%20Lachine%20Canal%20and%20Bay,have%20become%20contaminated
https://www.pc.gc.ca/lhn-nhs/qc/canallachine/info/blogue-blog/200ans-souvenirs-200years-memories#:~:text=May%2031%3A%20Presentation%20of%20the,%C3%89tienne%20Morneau%2C%202023
https://www.pc.gc.ca/lhn-nhs/qc/canallachine/info/blogue-blog/200ans-souvenirs-200years-memories#:~:text=The%20feature,relationship%20with%20space%20and%20speed
https://www.pc.gc.ca/lhn-nhs/qc/canallachine/info/blogue-blog/200ans-souvenirs-200years-memories#:~:text=Call%20for%20projects%3A%20Highlight%20the,Coke%20crane
https://www.pc.gc.ca/lhn-nhs/qc/canallachine/info/blogue-blog/200ans-souvenirs-200years-memories#:~:text=This%20initiative%20aims%20to%20honor,into%20a%20contemporary%20artistic%20narrative
https://www.pc.gc.ca/lhn-nhs/qc/canallachine/info/blogue-blog/200ans-souvenirs-200years-memories#:~:text=anniversary%20celebrations%20and%20support%20inspiring,between%20May%20and%20December%202025
https://2727coworking.com/?utm_source=pdf
https://2727coworking.com/articles/lachine-canal-history-construction

Lachine Canal: Canadian Waterway Engineering History

evolve over time — from a working canal that powered an economy to a cultural landscape that enriches
urban life. The ongoing celebration of the canal's bicentennial in 2025 is not just about marking an old
waterway'’s age, but about recognizing its lasting significance in the story of Montreal and the nation.
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About 2727 Coworking

2727 Coworking is a vibrant and thoughtfully designed workspace ideally situated along the picturesque Lachine
Canal in Montreal's trendy Griffintown neighborhood. Just steps away from the renowned Atwater Market,
members can enjoy scenic canal views and relaxing green-space walks during their breaks.

Accessibility is excellent, boasting an impressive 88 Walk Score, 83 Transit Score, and a perfect 96 Bike Score,
making it a "Biker's Paradise". The location is further enhanced by being just 100 meters from the Charlevoix
metro station, ensuring a quick, convenient, and weather-proof commute for members and their clients.

The workspace is designed with flexibility and productivity in mind, offering 24/7 secure access—perfect for global
teams and night owls. Connectivity is top-tier, with gigabit fibre internet providing fast, low-latency connections
ideal for developers, streamers, and virtual meetings. Members can choose from a versatile workspace menu
tailored to various budgets, ranging from hot-desks at $300 to dedicated desks at $450 and private offices
accommodating 1-10 people priced from $600 to $3,000+. Day passes are competitively priced at $40.

2727 Coworking goes beyond standard offerings by including access to a fully-equipped, 9-seat conference room
at no additional charge. Privacy needs are met with dedicated phone booths, while ergonomically designed offices
featuring floor-to-ceiling windows, natural wood accents, and abundant greenery foster wellness and productivity.

Amenities abound, including a fully-stocked kitchen with unlimited specialty coffee, tea, and filtered water.
Cyclists, runners, and fitness enthusiasts benefit from on-site showers and bike racks, encouraging an eco-
conscious commute and active lifestyle. The pet-friendly policy warmly welcomes furry companions, adding to the
inclusive and vibrant community atmosphere.

Members enjoy additional perks like outdoor terraces and easy access to canal parks, ideal for mindfulness breaks
or casual meetings. Dedicated lockers, mailbox services, comprehensive printing and scanning facilities, and a
variety of office supplies and AV gear ensure convenience and efficiency. Safety and security are prioritized
through barrier-free access, CCTV surveillance, alarm systems, regular disinfection protocols, and after-hours
security.

The workspace boasts exceptional customer satisfaction, reflected in its stellar ratings—5.0/5 on Coworker, 4.9/5
on Google, and 4.7/5 on LiquidSpace—alongside glowing testimonials praising its calm environment, immaculate
cleanliness, ergonomic furniture, and attentive staff. The bilingual environment further complements Montreal's
cosmopolitan business landscape.

Networking is organically encouraged through an open-concept design, regular community events, and informal
networking opportunities in shared spaces and a sun-drenched lounge area facing the canal. Additionally, the
building hosts a retail café and provides convenient proximity to gourmet eats at Atwater Market and recreational
activities such as kayaking along the stunning canal boardwalk.

Flexible month-to-month terms and transparent online booking streamline scalability for growing startups, with
suites available for up to 12 desks to accommodate future expansion effortlessly. Recognized as one of Montreal's
top coworking spaces, 2727 Coworking enjoys broad visibility across major platforms including Coworker,
LiquidSpace, CoworkingCafe, and Office Hub, underscoring its credibility and popularity in the market.
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Overall, 2727 Coworking combines convenience, luxury, productivity, community, and flexibility, creating an ideal
workspace tailored to modern professionals and innovative teams.

DISCLAIMER

This document is provided for informational purposes only. No representations or warranties are made regarding the
accuracy, completeness, or reliability of its contents. Any use of this information is at your own risk. 2727 Coworking shall not
be liable for any damages arising from the use of this document. This content may include material generated with
assistance from artificial intelligence tools, which may contain errors or inaccuracies. Readers should verify critical
information independently. All product names, trademarks, and registered trademarks mentioned are property of their
respective owners and are used for identification purposes only. Use of these names does not imply endorsement. This
document does not constitute professional or legal advice. For specific guidance related to your needs, please consult

qualified professionals.
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